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Sunday School Union. 
The annual meeting of the Newton. Sun- 
day School Union took place last Sunday 
evening, in the Baptist Church, Newton 


Centre, and was one of the largest attended 
and most interesting meetings of its character 


Cpe 


ees 
CAL 


L one Tie 


joke, 
x9 


is 


A WY 


= te, 


ae 


George C. Dunne, were submitted, and | 
showed that 22 schools were connected with 
the Union; that the total membership for 
the quarter ending December 31, 1881, was | 
3347; that the average attendance during | 
that time was 2,417; that the contributions | 
for the year were 82, 456.77, that the number | | 








‘that have occurred. Every seat in the large 

i auditorium was filled, the aisles were crowd- 
ed; and imaiy were entirely unable even to 
gain admittance. i 

The principal cause of this augmented in- 
terest in the annual meeting was the fact. 
that the five selected prize essays written on 
‘Sunday School Interests,’’ were to be read, 
and the gold medal offered by President E. 
B. Earle awarded. 

The exercises of the evening were opened 
with scripture reading and prayer, and Pres- 
ident Earle then announced that Deacon 
Charles E, Eddy, Jr,, of Newton, would’ 
read the five essays on ‘‘ Sunday School In- 
terests ’’ which the officers of the Union had 
selected from the nine submitted. — 

Mr. Eddy then read the papers, and the 
committee on award, consisting of the Rev. 
Dr. B. K. Peirce, Hon. John C. Park, Rev. 
E.S. Braislin, Prof. J. K. Richardson and 
W.S. Slocum, then retired to consider them 
and report which one should receive the 
gold medal offered for the best. 


| record. 


la 


of teachers’ meetings during the year was 
298; that the conversions for the year num- 
bered 125; and that the increase over the 
previous year was 76. In concluding his re- 
port, the Secretary says: 


‘‘Tt will be observed by the report that our 
schools have been largely blessed by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, the number of 
conversions being one of the largest on 
Oh! that these young converts 
could be trained and developed into useful 
workers for the Master. Whata power they 
would be in the year to come. We are too 
apt to forget all about them as soon as we 
get them into the church. Then it is that 
| they need our encouragement and counsel. 

‘Briefly I have sketched something of our 
work, but as in every life there is more of 





the invisible and unwritten than of the seen 
and recorded, so of all Christian labor is it 
true, that the most precious in the eyes of 
Heaven, and often those which bear the 
renee) fruitage, is known only to God, and 
by Him can be recorded. A new year of | 
labor lies before us, inviting us to go for- 
ward. As we enter upon it, let us not be 
satisfied with the prosperity obtained i in the 
past, but expect larger success in winning 
our scholars to Christ, that we may render 
our account with joy, and having ‘ turned 
many to righteousness, ag shine as aks 
stars forever and ever.”’ 
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Annual Meeting of the i aed While the committee were out, the annual} When the committee returned they re- : 


) reports of the Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. 


















ported unanimously in favor of the essay 
numbered ‘five,’ and bearing the title of | 
“The Sunday School and the Church,” and d 
highly commended that entitled, ‘ The rela- | 
tion of the Sunday School to the Commu- 
nity.’’ Upon opening the envelopes contain- 
ing the names of the authors, both essays | 
were discovered to have been written by 1 M | 
D. E. Snow, of Newton, one of the abl 
Sunday School superintendents Newton 
had. This essay will be found in full i 
another column. The successful competitor, | 
‘upon being called forward by the Presiden! 
“was presented with the gold medal, and 
plied very appropriately that although 
his business he had handled many g 
coins, none had the inscription which 
found on this one, and néne- which he b 
handled did he value so highly. 

The following board of officers were cho 
for the ensuing year:—President, A. S. W. 


oa 


Leland and Rev. Henry Mackay. 














“Sunday School Interests.’ 


WRITTEN BY D. E. SNOW. 


The Sunday School 1s only one form of 
Church work,in which her strong and gentle 
hands are stretched out to guide and feed 

the lambs of the flock. 
| The Church must be united to the School 
by a four-fold cord, along which its warmth 
and vitality may be sent into the School,and 


large and enrich the Church. 

That four-fold cord is: Ist, the election c¢ 
the officers of the School by the Church, on 
the nomination of the teachers; 2d, hearty 
sympathy and earnest prayer for the School; 
3d, a willingness to teach whenever needed; 
4th, the sending of all the available children 
into the School, and keeping them there. 

The minister should take a practical inter- 
estin the School, not always by taking a 
Bible Class,—although that is very desir- 
able,—but he should be present at the open- 
ing or -closing of the School, to apply the 
lesson of the day, or utter some thought for 
| the young, or lead in prayer. Especially be- 
| fore Communion Sundays, he may havea 
| large influence in drawing the attention of 
the young Christians to the duty of confess- 
ing Christ, and may thus gather some fruit 
at each recurring Sacrament, from this gar- 
| den of the Church. 

At the Teachers’ Meeting he may be very 
useful in leading in the study of the lesson, 
or in soie course of instruction, which shall 
qualify the teachers the better to teach their 
classes. 

A word here and there to the congregation 
as to practical matters connected with the 
| School, will be opportune and useful. 

The Sunday School Concerts will afford 
| him excellent opportunities to preach short 
sermons to the children, which, in connec- 
| tion with music and recitations, will give an 
| instructiveness and solidity to the concert, 
now somewhat in danger of being light and 
| evanescent in its character and influence. 

| The Superintendent is to superintend all 
| departments of the school. He should be 
there early to greet the teachers and scholars 
as they come, and give the early comers a 
|| word of cheer and commendation, while he 
varefully looks to the nice adjustment ot the 
| seats for the classes, and sees that the rooms 
| are properly ventilated, and the Bibles and 
hymn books distributed, and everything in 
readiness for the session of the school. 

He will be careful to have his opening ex- 


to the children,his responsive exercises more 
devotional than historical, giving frequent 
opportunities for the reciting in concert of 
passages of Scripture which shall glide into 
. the memory, and be a source of solace and 
strength to the scholars. 

He will look after the Librarian’s and Sec- 
| retaries’ departments, and see that they are 
running smoothly and effectively. 

He will bear the school in his thoughts all 
the days of the week, and be quick to per-: 
ceive on Sunday any rising interest in the 
individual or the class. 

He will provide for an orderly close, in 
which the lesson of the day may be concen- 
trated in a thought or two, and the last exer- 
| cise be a prayer in which the school may en- 
| gage, sitting, and with bowed heads, with no 
time for rushing for hats and coats until the 
‘“‘ Amen ” is said and the bellis struck. 


The Successful Prize Essay on — 


by which the School, in its turn, may en- 


ercises short, his prayer brief and adapted | 


The seeking of substitutes to fill vacancies 
| after the session has begun, is a serious evil. 
| Going to a Bible-class, teasing a member to 
| take aclass, and perhaps going to several 
| before success is reached, is an interruption 
|| to the teachers, and a serious hindrance to 
| the classes. The cure for this is for every 
absent teacher to provide a substitute; but 


this is more than you can expect of poor hu- 

man nature; so the next best thing is for the 

Superintendent to have two or more substi- 

tutes always on hand, to serve a month at a 

time, who will be ready at the beckoning of | 
ja finger to respond and take the vacant] 
classes, without a ripple of interruption to 
anything which is going on. 

The Sunday School teacher is in danger of 
being discouraged by pressing upon him too 
high a standard of attainment. 

An ‘Institute,’ or an ‘‘Assembly’’ is as | 
apt to depress as to stimulate a faithful 
teacher. Other things beirg equal, high 
culture and extensive attainments are. de- 
sirable; but the large majority. of our’ 
| teachers are, and must be, men and women 
| who are fully engaged in business and do- 

mestic cares, and have not four, five or six 
hours a day to devote to the study of the 
| lesson. 
| It is said, that, in order to hold scholars 
| from the grammar and high schools in our 
classes, we must have teachers who are cul- 
| tivated and scholarly; but teachers in such 
schools make teaching a profession, they 
| have prepared for it, and have nothing else 
|} to do but to teach. On the contrary, our 
Sunday School teachers are crowded with 
| business and care, and are able to devote 
only a little time each day to the study of 
the lesson. 

Are they to giveup their classes because 
they can bring to them only warm, loving 
hearts, and an intelligent acquaintance with 
the Bible, and are not acquainted with all 
| the historical and geographical lore which 
surrounds every lesson? 
| No! ateacher with an earnest heart, a 

mind well stored with Bible knowledge, and 
| an experience in every-day life to draw from, 
ts among the best and most useful. 

The Bible is of all books the great classic. 
The teacher who can prove the truth of his 
lesson by reference to other parts of the 
Bible, and who draws his illustrations from 
the Scriptures, does better than_ if he could 
| cite the choicest of Greek and Roman clas- 
| sics, and is a teacher who need not be 
ashamed of his work. ‘ 

As to geography and history,it is quite as im- 
portant to be able to point out with accuracy 
the shortest road to heaven, as to be able to 
give the most direct route from Egypt to 
Canaan; quite as important to assert the 
claims of the present reigning King of 
| Barth and Heaven, who knows every loyal 
| heart, and never forgets them, as to tell ex- 
actly the name and title of the monarch who 
arose in Egypt and knew not Joseph. 

Teachers should not have tco large classes, 
not more than six, if under fifteen years of 
age. When instruction and discipline have 
to be combined, the fewer the better. Ti he 
thas one mischievous scholar, who unsettles 
‘all the rest, and becomes a controlling dis- 
cordant element, he should get the superin- 
‘tendentto promote him into a class two or 
three years older than himself,where he will 
be controlled by superior age and_ decorum. 

Many a young colt, full of fire and bent on 

mischief, has thus been transformed into as 

steady a horse as was ever driven to church 
‘by an old deacon. This promotion ofa 

troublesome scholar may sometimes be done 

so neatly and skillfully, as that the boy may 

never know to what happy combination of 
| Gircumstances he owes his elevation. 

| No teacher should rest until every scholar 
_ in his class is converted. He should set the 
' Christian members praying with him for the 
others, and thus have as many little prayer | 
| meetings as there are classes in the school. 

‘As one after another is brought to Christ, 
| and looks to the teacher for help, a new set 

of faculties and experiences will be drawn 
/ upon in instructing and guiding the young 
| disciple, so that his feet may be steady, his 
head level, and his heart and hands may be 
engaged in Christian work, from the very 
beginning of his Christian life. 
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The anausl meeting cf the Sunday Schoo}! 
| Union Jock place at the Baptist Church, 
Newton Centro, on Surday evening. Presi« |. 
dent A. B Mirle oscupied ths chur 

The five seiccted essays were read by C i. 
Eddy, jr, Eeq. “The commitice, Messrs, Rev. 
B. K;-Pisree, Hon. J. C. Park, Rev. Mz. 
Braistio, Prof. J. JK. Richardson and W.S 
Slocum, Isq., on epening the envelope cen- 
taining the name os the writer of the essay 
deemed the best, found it to have been written) 
by D. Snow, eq. The sceond bast cszay 
proved to have been written by the sama g¢:n- 
tleman, and.as the prize essay has been pub- 
lished, we present the second, for our readers’ 
perusal. 

©The relations of the Sunday School to the 
community in which if is located, are very | 
important, aud its influence for good canno} 
be a over-estimated. 


meen 


. Jts relation to the Christian family. 









aa average Christian family practically 
docs very little in the positi:e, direct, and 
systematic teaching of its children in matters } 
of religion. § | 

No catechism is used by any, no le-sons 
are required to he recited, no regular system | 
of explaining the Bible is pursued, 

Some parents fail to instruct their children | 
because they have never learned how to do it, 
come becauze of lack of time, some because | 
they prefer that the Sunday School should 
do it, thus leaving the lJittle ones at home to 
pick up what they can find iv this direction, | 
and improve only under the general influence | 
of tha family. : 

The Sunday School takes these children | 
aud gives them a lesson to learn and recita, | 
and brings to bear upon them a positive influ. | 
enea whore aim is to lead them to Chrizt. 
The parents are stirred up more or less to aid 
the children about their teachers and tha les- | 
gous, awakens a new interest in the hearts of | 
8 parents, : oe eee epee to 
2, Its relations to non-Christian fami ies: 
Children in thesa families would grow up 
in ignoraucec of divine things, except such as’ 
they weuld learn from public worship, in an 
J occasional attendance at eburch with their 
| parents, 

“Not learning anything at home on this sub- | 
ject, on entering Sunday School, they come 
at ouce under the care of a warmshearted 
Christian teacher, who explains the way of 
aalavtion, urges the children to accept oi 
Christ, and conveys much Bible knowledgs | 
into their minds. The child enters upon al 
new world, and becomes a missionary to the 
nonereligious home, conveying the Gospcl 
thus fresh and warm from tha school, and | 
embodied in the lessons to be learned and } 
recited every Sunday. Many such a child | 

has led its fai her to eee | aie 



























ae ig a Be of the work the Sunday | 
| School to gatuer iu all the chil dren who do 


not already attend sc sons, ‘BL hool, 





Jer is : 
be Behool | He _ rather 
tention which such an invi 
to have bis children appear 
not wish them to follow i in his fo ietene: 
generally becomes | ‘interested ia what they }, 
study, in the books’ and papers they bring} 
home, in the little gongs they sing, and occa= 
sionally he will go of an evouing to a Sunday 
School concert, especially if tae children are | 
to have apy part in it.. By and by the Goss 
pel is sung and talked into his mind, so that 
he will be drawn occasionally, and perhaps 
constantly, to altena church. 

4ch. Its relation to the lowest and most 
vicious families in the community. 

In a family where vice cr intempcrance 
prevails, there ia cften one, if not more, of the 
children, who is susceptible to influence for 
good, If obtained for the Sunday School, 
they carry home thoughts and ideas which | 
tend to awaken conscience, and exert a reée| 
straining influence over the parents. 


The presence of the Sunday School teacher at the | 
home of such families, is the presence of Christiani- } 
ty itself, and must be a reproof of their wicked- 
mess, 1f nota means of reclaiming then, Lise 

Thus they find that although the respectable and | 
virtuous avoid them, the children’s teacher visits 
them, and through the chiid she gets access to the 
hearts of the parents, however hard they may be. 

bth. Its relation to the community generally. 

The Sunday School furns out from its elasses to } 
the world, a rising generation thoroughly imbued 
with lessons of virtue, morality and religion. What 
the common school does for the Intellect,the Sunday 
School does for the heart and life, 

Its rure streams are pouring out constantly into 
the wicked world, and they tend to purify all the } 
gradations ci socicty, and make the average condi- | 
tion much higher than it weuld otherwise be. 

Many a boy and girl from the lowest families have 
been saved from their surroundings, and have grown | 
up yiriuous, respected and useful, not only saving |) 
the community from the results of a ceurse of vice | 
aud crime {rom which they have been delivered, but 
beeowing useful in reelaimtng cthers from'‘a similar | 
life, 

Not only does the Sunday Sehool induce people to 
| attend church, and obtain the long line of blessings 
{ which that implies, bui in a new or neglected com- 
munity, ii grows into a church by axratural deyel- | 
opment. 













|eMany a church building with its spite pointing 


ayeuward to-day, could never have been built but | 
for the little ~athering ef children in the Sunday | 
School, | 

Many a chureh of Christ, sending out, its great 
stream of influence to-day, to bless the world, may | 
be traeed back to a little spring composed of a few 
children gathered from humble homes, by a few 
devoted teachers, and instructed renee ag Christ 
and salvation. 

Our own city of Newton has a notable iliustration 
of this. ‘The chureh at North Newton, under the 
pastoral care cf our respected and honored brother, 
Rey. Samuel E. Lowry. had its humble origi ina 
little Sunday School gathered on the green grass) 
under the blue dome, and the rustling of the leaves’ 
on abright summer’s day. Our brother, then a lay- 
man and a clerk, superintended it. 

It went from the open air into the depot, then into 
the heuge of a good Scotch lady,then into a chapel of | 
its own. } 

Then came preaching of the Word, then an cn- } 
larged chapel, then a church and pastor, then a fire, 
and the erection of the present substantial s'oue 
edifice, whose bell to- -day rings out its call to wor- 
ship, when formeriy oniy a tin horn, and later the | 
factory bell called the people to labor. | 

That cbureh has sent out each year In its histor Yi 
Christian workers, who are now engaged elsewhere | 
in Sunda ‘School and chu f 
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Heads we use for what they pro- 
duce — thoughts and plans. In this 


heads, thick heads, soft heads, hard 
heads, deep heads, shallow heads, 
young heads, and old heads. 

A hood clothes the head. It de-| 
notes, also, surroundings, condition, 
character, and expression of thought. 


| childhood, manhood. We may have, 
|therefore, young heads in woman- 
| hood, soft heads in hardihood, block- 


|heads in boyhood, deep heads in | 


widowhood, doughheads in manhood, 
and old heads in new hoods. © 


I do not now refer to the elderly Bi- 
ble classes, nor to Deacon Jones and 


|to greet them in our classes — but to 
| those old and heavenly thoughts and 
principles which our Lord Jesus 
taught and practiced long years ago. 
|He, the great Teacher, gave very 
|few new principles of action to the 
| world. We can find the most of His 
|teachings, in germ, among Moses’ 
‘jets. Christ’s great work was to 
|those abstract truths, to break the 
\shell, and give hungry souls the meat 
of the Scriptures in the language and 
imagery of daily life, as well as by. 
the example of His own. He gave a 
|new meaning to old, worn-out ad- 
|ages, and freshness to the then stale 
forms of worship; just as God, in 
nature’s great laboratory, condenses 
jearbon and iron into fruits, oxygen 
} and hydrogen into sweet spring water, 
and many chemicals into the fragrant 


the pink, and the lily. They all 
wither and die every autumn, yet 
|God prepares those old, much-needed 
chemicals in new and beautiful clothes 
each year. 

The great demand of our day for 
something new, is not so much for 
new truths as for some new method 
of expressing and manner of exhib- 
iting those that are old, and tried, 
and loved. Hymns aud psalms, over 
which our grandfathers and mothers 
wept and prayed, we delight to hear 
repeated. 


Thus we say, hoodwinked, falsehood, | 


We like to see the old heads and — 
tried friends in the Sunday-school. | 


Deacon Smith — we are always glad. 


'| clothe in new forms and practical life} | tices of every-day life. 


essences breathed forth by the rose, | 




































jand soul-nourishing thoughts that 


|Sunday-school classes call. for the 


jus. 


‘to Calvin, Jerome, 
|but which you have never been able 


yWhen tbe parbdarians 


|sacked Rome, they broke down beau- 
tiful marble statuary. and ancient 


sculpture, to fill the foundation 


{trenches for their new wall,-but when 


that great wall had crumbled away, 


|those same old pieces of classic art, 


_|though marred and broken, were 
sense we hear of empty heads, full | 


eagerly sought and highly prized ; in 
like manner these beautiful principles 


have withstood skepticism and the 
crucial test of ages, those -heaven- 
born manifestations of righteousness 
that fed the souls of men like Paul, 
Luther and Judson, are dearer to us 
to-day than ever before. 

As long as human nature has the 
same soul-yearnings for the pure and 
the true, hungerings and thirstings 
after righteousness, so long will our 


same ‘* bread” and ‘‘ water” from 
heaven, and the same ‘‘ milk” of the 
Word that Jesus and John gave eight- 
een hundred years ago. But though 
we need the same elements every re- 
turning day to repair our wasting 
strength, it is pleasant to have them 
served in new, delicious dishes. Even 
angels’ food would soon grow stale to 
We use the woolly coat that was 
the sheep’s last year’s cast-off cloth- 


In like manner let 
us work over the teachings of sacred 
Revelation into the precepts and prac- 
*¢ You will 
express yourself exceedingly well,” 
says Horace, ‘‘if a skillful combina- 
tion should give an air of novelty to 
a well-known word.” Hats and bon- 
nets are often made. over to suit the 
prevailing style. Work over those 
rich, living, burning truths and teach- 


{ings of the old Bible into stories and 


lessous adapted to our times. Never 
explain to children a doctrine by the 
use of such words as 
tion, predestination, atonement, free 
moral agency, or total depravity — 
words that might have meant much 
and Edwards, 


to satisfactorily define, and which 


jwill prove as meaningless to your 
| class as they are to yourself. 


“The great demand of our day is, 
Bt for new methods of teaching. 
The catechism, with its questions and 
printed answers, has done its work, 
and has done it well; so have the 
foot-stoves and sounding-boards of our 
old churches. Now we need fur- 


hare aes - 
naces and organs. © 






ing, and make it over into neat and) 


; pe ; |tasteful hoods. 
writings, in the Psalms, or the Proph-| 


foreordina- |. 


New methods 
| {take the places of the old— picture 
| cards, blackboards, concerts, and, 
| best of all, wise, well-trained teachers, 

who can tell an old story or deep | 


|trine in such simple, practical lan- | 


| guage that the class will remember | 
it, as we remember the melody of a 
_|song, long after the words and the 
singer have been forgotten. 
Look at those dainty, elegant new 

hoods. How attractive! What a 
warm, cheerful, happy impression 
they give us; wonderfully increased 
when we see some bright, familiar 
face smiling from beneath. The new 
hood does not cause us to forget the 
‘wearer; it rather leads us to notice 
our young friend. In like manner, 
jnew methods, instead of concealing 
jold truths, will rather bring them 
Jinto notice. ‘* But,” says some dear, 
aged worker, ‘‘I like the old Bible. 
Now it has been fifty years since I 
gave my heart to Christ, yet I never 
hear that story of Jacob and Esau 
without weeping. Put more Bible 
into the school; that’s my idea.” 
So I say; or rather, put Bible into 
the scholars in practice rather than 
|precept. It is blessed to know, but 
more blessed to do. The modern 
Sunday-school, — 

‘© Which leads to bustling ways of toil and 

thought, 
,With modern views and faithfa 
fraught,” 

must not be caged into the confines of 
‘the class-room. Its work should be 
as free as youth. Jn dark alleys and 
godless humes let it search out neg-| 
lected children. Let it take bread,’ 
medicine, and love to the little suffer- 
er, hats and boots to the gamin, the 
pardon of Christ to the degraded pris- 
oner in his cell. It needs papers, 
books, helps and teachers. Yes!} 
Land it needs, also, some new hoods— 
| water, soap, and combs for homeless 
‘children ; bread, meat and coffee for 
the hungry; pleasant rooms andj, 
nurses for the sick ; and loving hearts, |' 
with tender hands, to place a rosebud 
in the cold clasp of those sleepi 
Ohrist-lambs, with no other friend to}, 
wweep around their grave. This is 
- the.-work our blessed Saviour did. 
He fed, He healed, He taught; and 
in these new hoods of improved helps 
- in our Sunday-school work, it is not 
fancy or over-wrought imagination 
that pictures to my mind sume of the 
old heads of that Sermon on the 
Mount, or the daily teachings of Him 
who was ‘‘ full of grace and truth.” 
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Quarterly Meeting of the Newton | 
Suuday School Union. 


At the North Evangelical Church, North | 
Village, last Sabbath evening, the Union 
held its 173d meeting. In the absence of the | 
President, Mr. A. S. Weed, the Vice Presi- || 
dent, Mr. J. A. Newell, of West Newton, 
presided, and the session was liberally at- 
tended and proved very interesting. After 
reading of Scriptures, and prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Lowry, the address of the evening, upon 
the topic, ‘‘What is success in Sunday 
| school work,’’ was delivered by Rey. L. L. 
Potter, of West Newton. 

He took a very practical view of the sub- | 
ject, and said that, as in olden times, ‘‘all 
roads led to Rome,’’ so now in Sunday 
school instruction, all should tend to only 
one end,—instruction in the Bible. Mavy 
obtain the false idea that. the school is es- 
tablished merely as a place in which to 
while away an hour. Teachers too often 
amuse their pupils with stories, entirely ir- 
| relevant to the subject in hand and,moreover, 
with no moral to them. He considered | 
the work of the teachers the grandest im- 
aginable, and cautioned them to see to it 
that no opportunity was wasted to impress 
the minds of pupils with the gospel and its 
truths. The speaker referred to the aid the 
Holy Spirit furnished to the teacher in his 
work, expressed great confidence in ‘“Les- | 
son Helps,’ but deprecated the practice often |, 
| indulged in of allowing them to do all the 
work. # 

His address was finely illustrated with en-- 
tertaining incidents, and he was followed in | 
general discussion by Messrs. H. J. Woods, 
| W.E. Rand, G. E. Allen, G. D. Gilman, Rev. 
S. E. Lowry, G. 8S. Trowbridge, J. B. Whit- 
more, Reuben Forkuall, E. B. Earle, A. G. | 
Sherman and J. A. Newell. 

To the remarks of Mr. Rand, that great | 
care should be taken that no inexperienced | 
teacher be given charge of a Bible class, he 
Rev. Mr. Potter replied that the chdice of 
teachers ought not always to depend upon 
experience or knowledge as much as upon 
spirit and interest; and he related a very in- 
teresting anecdote finely illustrating his 
point. 
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Quarterly Meeting of the Newton 
_ Sunday School Union---Skepti- 
- cism in the Sabbath School. 





The one hundred and seventy-fourth quar- 
terly meeting of the Union took place last 
Sunday evening in St. Mary’ s church, Lower, 
Falls. President A.S. Weed occupied the 
chair and after reading a chapter from the - 
Bible, called on ‘the —— Rev. i oc 
Mackay, to lead in prayer. 

The Superintendents of the. various schools 

| then presented their reports. Rey. C. E.. 
Nash of Newtonville was introduced and 
opened the subject of discussion, “Thomas - 


in the Sunday School.’’ He said he attended | 
a meeting of the Union not long ago when 
Mr. Calkins delivered an able essay on ‘“The 
Bible and how to read it,” and went away. 
impressed with the many able and valuable | 
hints there given. The Bible becomes inter- 
esting, not by intellectual knowledge, but 
by the experience of the heart. We some- 
‘times call it the new birth, and he liked that 
name; the truth concerning a man’s soul 
and how to make it right. The skeptic is 

further from God than any other sinner. 
This skeptic is in the Sunday School. He 

has read a little skepticism and kuows a 
great deal about Ingersoll, etc. The teacher 
must meet these inquiries honestly. I wish | 
“our pastors, he continued, could have a plan 
to instruct their teachers on the current. 
: thoughts of the day, for the teacher will” 
i have to meet these inguiries and he will be. 
required to say whether this or that is so or 
not. I would never answer a skeptic until 
I heard his question. I am of the opinion 
that the best way to meet. an unbeliever is to 
. have faith and, believe. A man whose faith is_ 
settled because\hé.has looked into it himself | 
is capable of producing an effect that no one 
else can. His experience, his testimony is_ 

convincing. Faith means in the New Testa- 
ment faithful. ‘The skepticism of to-day is | 

due a great deal to the unfaithfulness of 

church members. The teacher’s strong hold 

will be to point to what he has in his heart. 

A teache1 that talks temperance and drinks 

on the sly cannot do that; but a godly teach- 
er is a power in his life. ’Thornas may probe | 

me, but I would satisfy him myself by my 

life. I believe in the future skepticism will 

be a question of great AmPOT PNG in our 

Daher 

Mr. G. D. Gilman said it. was not every 

teacher who can post himself on Tyndail 

and other writers, but he would lay the 

« stress on the faith. The power of a living 

faith cannot be estimated. mA 

Mr. J. A. Newell said Thomas. was. ‘not a 
scholar in the Sunday School—he was a dis-- 
ciple, a teacher. The trouble is with the 
skeptical teachers in our. ‘schools and not 
with the children. 

Mr. E. O. Bullock said he would like to" 
ask the primary teachers, the teachers of 
the younger classes, if they ever found un- 
believers among the children. Did they 
ever find Thomas in their classes when their 
hearts were warm? We allow our children 
to go out of the Sunday School and then” 
they become Thomases. If we had spent 
half the time with the children that we do 
tu reform the drunkard after the seed is: 
sown,the results would be greater. Children _ 
are not doubters, so get them in the church 
while they are young. 

The discussion was continued by Rev. | 
Henry Mackay and Otis Bowen. ‘The choir 

of the church sang an opening and closing 
anthem, The meeting was one of Geek in- | 
terest. 
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Newton Lower Fatzs, Mass., i 
October 11th, 13882. 

My Dear Mr. Dunne:—I had hoped to be 
with you at the coming meeting of the 
Sunday School Union, but cannot, as I have 
undertaken to minister for a sick clergyman 
on that day, which I greatly regret. And, 
as I am to be denied this, let me say to the 
members of the Union who are so liberal, so | 
united and harmonious in their efforts for | 
the promotion of godliness among the young, 
that I part with thein with sincere regret. It 
is one of the principal things which { will 
miss. Buta wider field calls me hence—a 
field, too, where the work to be done is very 
/much and very great, and the laborers are 
}few. The Union is, I believe, unique. 
With so many and variant theological 
opinions, the good-will and fellowship, the | 
}harmony which characterize the workers 
| are, I must say, as unique as lovely. May 
| the good Lord continue these Christian 
‘qualities among you, and deepen, and 
| broaden, and strengthen you all in these 

Christian graces. And may the work pros- 
per more and more, and extend its influen- 
| ces through the children, until your whole 
| city will be leavened with the pure and un- | 

detiled Gospel of the Son of God, whose life 
as a Child, as Man, as Friend and Teacher 
and Redeemer are before us as examples. | 
Permit me to resign the oeftice you honored. 
| and entrusted me with, a Director in the. 
Union. Good-by. God bless you. wt 
Yours fraternally, 

__H. Mackay. 
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| My. D. B. Snow said he felt sorry that Mr. 
Mackay was to leave the city and he desired 
to offer the following resolutions. 







_ Whereas, Our beloved brother Rev. Henry 
Mackay, Rector of St. Mary’s Church, New- 
‘ton Lower Falls, is about to remove to Em- 
poria, Kansas;—Therefore be it 

Resolved, That we deeply regret the loss 
we shall sustain in the removal of our 
brother to a distany State; that we fully ap- 

| preciate the valuable services he has ren- 
dered the Newton Sunday School Union, as 
its President, as a Director, and a ready 
helper at all times in its work; that he has 
endeared himself to us by his wide and 
| Catholic spirit, his geniality as a friend, his 
earnestness as a Christian, and his devotion 
to the cause of Sunday Schools and the in- 
terests of the young, 

ftesoived, That we pledge to him our best 
wishes and earnest prayers, thatin his new 

field of labor God may abundantly bless 
(him and make hin greatly useful and very 
‘happy in his new and important work. 





___ tvesolved, That these resolutions be entered | 
upon the records of the Union and a copy be 
sent to Brother Mackay. 
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Meeting of the Sunday School Union. © 
The quarterly meeting of the Newton Sun- ALQ 
day School Union was held Sunday evening ct 
at the Second Congregational chureh, Presi- 
dent A. S. Weed in the chair. After the re- 
ports from the schools had ‘been received, a 
farewell letter was read from Rev. Henry | 
Mackay of St. Mary’s Episcopal church, Low- 
er Falls, on his departure for Emporia, 
Kansas; and resolutions of regret at his re- 
moval were presented by D. E. Snow and 
| adopted. An essay on ‘'The Providential 
Place of the Sunday School in America,’? « 
read by Rev. J. W. Bashford of the Centen- 
ary Methodist church, Auburndale. was | 
| listened to with close attention. The es-— 
sayist sketched the course of study followed 
by the common schools in the country. from | 
the landing of the Pilgrims in 1620 to the 
close of the revolution in 1781, showing it to | 
have been, with the exception of the spell- | - 
ing book, of a wholly religious character. At 
the close of the str ugele for independence, a 
state religion being incompatible with the ful} 
freedom for which the colonies had contend- : 
ed, a divorcee of chureh and state inevitably ; 
followed. For the past hundred years relig- | 
ious teaching has been gradually eliminated 
from the. common schools, until today the 
reading of a chapter from the Bible, without — 
explanation, repitition of a prayer from mem- 
ory. are the only reminders of the strict train- 
ing of acentury ago. But the religious ele- 
nent was not lost in this revolution. About | 
the year 1780, certain persons in Roxbury, ' 
Mass. in Pennsylvania, and other pars of the 
colonies, had conceived the idea of gathering 
the children together upon the Sabbath for 
religious instruction. ‘These Sund sy schools, 
| growing from small beginnings, multiplied 
rapidly as the want beeame more and more 
evident in the eh: inge of the common sehoo- 
system. The influence of these teachings. a | 
athe larger proportion of additions to the 
church being made from the Sunday schoo}, 
—and the advantages derived from early in- 
struction in the truth, were dwelt upon, and 
the essay closed with an urgent entreaty to 
young and old to give their hearty aid to the 
|} work, 
Nev. II. J. Patrick spoke of the esti Th- 
fluence of a Sunday school training, and 
; thought this one source of the strength and 
faithfulness of our army during the late war; 
relating some personal experiences while he 
was serving on the United States Christian 
Commission. George §. Harwood and As C. 
Strong followed. The meeting was” very 
| enjovable one. | io LON Saas aed rt 
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cele Of the. ‘campo 
day Sehool Union---The Ad- 
dress of Rev. Thomas W. Bich- 
nell, L. L. D., of Boston. 


The annual meeting of the Union took 
place at Channing Church last Sabbath 
evening. The attendance was large and the 
subject of discussion deeply interesting. The 
essay of Hon. Thomas W. Bicknell,L. L. D. 
of the New England. Journal of Education, 
was masterly and valuable, and we publish 
[herewith a liberal abstract. The Union 
visely voted to extend its discussion until 
the next meeting, aftera few remarks had 
beef made relative thereto by Messrs. Revs. | 
| Hornbrooke, Nash and Lawrence. 


The annualreport of the Secretary, Mr. 
| Geo. C, Dunne, showed the membership of 
| the Union to be 22 schools; having a total 
| mewbership of 3,407, average attendance, 
| 2404; contributions, $2435.98; conversions, 
92; teachers’ meetings, 230; receipts during — 
the year, including balance on hand at be- , 











| ginning, $85.39; expenditures, $50.58; bal- 
jance oun hand, $34.81. The following of- 


ficers were choseu for the ensuing year: 
|) President, W. 8S. Slocum; Vice President, 
Stepben Moore; Secretary and Treasurer, G. 
| ©. Dunne; Dikestors, H. B. Wells and A. T. 
‘Sylvester. 


THE ADDRESS ea 


' Dr. Bicknell began his address by refer- 
| ring to childhood as the suuny side of Chris- 
tian education and quoted Mr. Scudder as 
Saying that all great movements in the ele- 
vation of society begin with children. He 
said that we are in the midst of a great re- 
ligious Renaissance of which, as in the times 
of Freebel and Jesu’, the Christ, a little 
| child is the object lesson. The speaker’s at- 
tention was drawn to the study of what our 
children are reading by certain cases of ju- 
venile crimes, notably a fratricide in Spring- 
field, where it was clearly manifest that bad 
books had done the work of: destruction. 
He also cited the interview of James T. 
Fields with the child murderer, Poreroy, 
who declared, ‘‘I couldn’t help it, when the | 
| wheels go round up here!”’ putting his hand, 
on his head. So in all juvenile and adult 
crimes, when the wheels of passion are set 
{ in motion, it is impossible to tell the direc- | 
tion, the velocity or the result of the mos 
| mentum. — : 
_ The mind, and child-mind especially, he’ 
| said,is both acquisitive and inquisitive. The 
sources of its growth are from without and 
within. The external world, with all its 
j varied forces and agencies,contributes to the 
|-devolopment and expansion of the powers 
) which centre in the mental and moral char- ' 
acter. Like the body, the mind and soul 
‘need food. As the body, they receive, di- 
gest, assimilate and incorporate whatever 
he laws of demand and supply may secure. 
“A healthy growth, as in the physical struc- 
re, depends on health-giving, life-creating 
ergy inthe supply. A dwarfed and sickly 
velopment springs from insufficient, im- 
Oper or poisonous elements, administered 
Pee sctscoty or ignorantly. Healthy trees 
and choice fruits grow where sun, air and 











| Stand temptation and, with preserved virtue 


| fluences of education. 


| workers, as assistants to the home circle, in } 
| conjunction with the beneficent and social 
‘influences of the:church, 


Christian home are one:—to train for Chris- 
| tian manhood, As the Sunday. school-is.the 
) ‘outgrowth and assistant of such a home, the 
| agents for the upbuilding. of charachety: in 






|) guage of purity and beauty or ugliness ‘and 


| ers’ thoughts through the printed page, and 
| little prattling boy or girl may become angel 


| or fiend, have we given such thought as: be- 
} comes us as educators. 


| gravity of lower and depraved influences to 


| tents more than the spoken word or the | 
|| book (1) Directs and controls thought, 
| It fixes ideals for life. 


| discussed, and the highest end of reading | 
| was stated to be that which reaches and’ 


| really full of books and papers, and cited the 























eidiet of nro mieee sins and | 
experts in the training of youth is that more. 
than ninety per cent, could be made to with- | 


and integrity, fight manfully the good fight 
if. they are givey a proper early training, 
with books, teachers and all the saving in- 
Such a result, then, 
is worthy the ambition of the Sunday school | 


The aims of the Sunday school and tiie 


both must be identical. 

One of the agencies which is. most power- 
ful in making or unmaking the character of” 
our youth is their reading. Books are in 
fact the best agencies we have for good, and 
the direct instruments of evil, in the educa- 
tion. of children; -for children must. ae 
The only query is-What? 


How easily the child is introduced to his 
books! Why, his. earliest ythings are 
alphabet blocks, the keys to all’ the books of - 
the world. The picture book is the nursery 
solace, and the reading of this symbolic lan- 


sin is the first lesson of maturer babyhood. 
With the incoming power to interpret oth- 


the certainty that through its influence that 













Have we with an 
intelligent zeal sought to direct this little 
fellow’s thoughts in the right channels, or 
have we by neglect allowed the natural 


|wisely advised, 


get possession of the boy’s thought through 
his reading, and allowed his feet to be. 
turned into the sad, dark ways of sin and 
death? 
Mr. Bicknell gave four elements in the in- - 
fluenee of a book on child-mind. 
1. The book usually runs along the line of 
the child’s choices and tastes. 
2. The book fills Jeisure hours and unec- 
cupied moments. ; 
4, The printed page emphasizes the cons 


ab 
My i 
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With these elements the’, 
(2)* 
jy 


written letter. 


It determines the choice of companions. 


Methods and purposes of reading were 


controls the springs of moral action. When 
the book awakens conscience, quickens the 
sensibilities, regulates feelings, stays pas- | 
sion, motives all good resolves and lifts the 
soul! from a lower to a higher plane of ambi- 
tion and action, it has done a good work. 


‘Thespeaker stated that the world was 


size of libraries and the circulation of the 
press toshow the immense influence of the 
printed page. 

To beable to discriminate between the 
pure gold in literature and the corrupting 








soil combine in largest measure for the pro- 
duction of a perfect creation in the vegetable 
yorld. Poisons and poisonous plants luxu- 
ute in damp,cold and dark retreats. Given 
proper conditions, and proper results follow. 
Reverse the conditions and you reverse the 
product, for as long as law reigns and God 


esides, like will produce like in all His 


a me oe 











and corruptible brass, is one of the hardest’ 
tasks of life. To know what to read and: 
how to read is still nore difficult. yu 











children to read 
that may come in their 


immature minds. 


“lute ruie of the parent. 


' novels, 














euaor, “McCosh says the really good book “is 
‘not the one that thinks for you but the one 
that makes you think.’”? And we would add 
that makes one think soberly and righteous- 
ly in this present world, for it is the had 
thinking of men that runs not with their 
living, and much of this bad thinking comes 
from the realm of bad books. 


A child’s reading affects his thought and 


‘feeling more than does the reading of man. 


It is real, however unreal. the printed page 
-may be, 
derstands with a clear, Anglo Saxon mean- 
ing, and every sentence, false though it may 
be,is as true as Bible Writt to his unsuspect- 
ing and indiscriminating mind, and here 
danger lies. 


He reads of thrilling adventures by land 


and sea, of hair breadth escapes, of daring 
exploits, tales of murder, robbery, bold 
piracy and’scandalous love-making, and he 
becomes the hero of the: story, and with a 
brain fired for equal endeavor. 

Garfield, our martyr President, read the 


} child hood.tales of the sea, as what boy has 


not. Instantly a passion for a life on the 
ocean possessed him, and he went to Cleve- 


}-land, bent on shipping as a hand before the 


mast. He boarded a vessel, found some 
drunken sailors and a captain who looked 
a drunken beast; he was shocked, turned 
away, and walked off, partly disillusionized, 


fancies and fictions of his boyish brain. 


Seat 


This ‘reading taste may and should be culti- 
'yated in early Childhood, and should be 
not absolutely directed. 

unrestrained liberty to 
anything and everything 
way, believing that 
maturity will correct the evils begotten in 
Others resort to an exclt- 
sive management af.childhood, withholding 
and giving according to the tixed and abso- 
It is wellif reading 
habits can be voluutarily and unconsciously 
formed by children. This can bé done only 
)when ths home, the school and the Sunday 


Some adyise an 


ischool have good supplies of the best child 


literature, avd also when the chiid has time 
as well as a free access to such books as will 
stimulate his mind aright. Here at the be- 
ginning of things the parent and the teacher 
willdo well to take note of the natural 
choices of the child and learn thereby some- 


‘thing of the bent of his mind, as well as of 


the food which nourishes it. A child 
should ne introduced to a good book as toa 
friend; he ‘should be tohd. something of its 
antthor, and be made acquainted if possible 
with facts or incidents which may awaken a 
deeper interest in its contents, 

The worst evils that are liable to affect 
and influence child life arise from two 
classes of books, the seusational and the 


sentimental; both of which are found on the 
“shelves of our Sunday school as well as our 
public librariess “Highly seasoned books de- 5 
_stroy the mental appetite quicker than high- 
‘ly seasoned foods do healthy digestion; 


and 
yapory sentimentalism is as nourishing as 
the east wind snuffed by Balaam’sass. Story 


'pooks and papers anda low grade of cheap 


scatter a pernicious influence all 
over our land, and our Sabbath schools are 
not free from this influence. 


the | 





He clothes every word that he un- } 





| but not wholly, for the tow path on the — 
canal was needed to saber into real life the , 


| 


| 
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if I were to enumerate some of the evils 
avbich flow from this sort of literature I 
wouid say; 

1. A waste of precious time. 

2, A weakening of mental fibre. 

6, The creation of false and vicious tastes. 

4.The working of the memory and of the 
attention. 

5. Superficial habits and vicious methods 
of readizg. ; 

6. Tie sapping of moral character. 

There are. novels which paint society in 
true colors, and portray human character in 
correct outlines. These may be read,studied 
and digested as suitable food. No boy or 
gir] was ever made the worse by Scott or 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, but thousands have 
been ruined in mental and moral health and 
growth by the attractive volumes which gild 
our circulating and even the shelves of our 
Sunday school libraries. The evil at first is 

one. of ‘habit and habit ‘erystalized is 
character. Besides the time spent on a bad 


goodone. A good fora better and a better 

for a best. 

The Sunday school library has, in my 
judgment, a place and an important one in 
our religious education. Some deny this 
and claim that it is of doubtful utility. I 
would have the Sunday school library (1) As 
a supplement to the home reading when that 
is good; (2) as a substitute for it when it is 
bad, and (3) as asupply when there is none 

-athome. All children have not the same 

needs, because of their different characters 

and citcumstauces. The city boy has his 
home filled with books and papers; he has 
access to the large and varied stores in the 
public library, and he has, possibly, othtr 
libraries at his call, besides the bookstores, 
which last, says Joseph Cook, are not to be 
neglected, for reading a book with the 
fingers at a bookseller’s stall is an art that 
should be taught éarly to youth. The coun- 
try boys, as you and I were, or may have 
been, have but a limited home store and 

‘they seek in vain for the supplies which the 
city gives. 

F Thus the dull city boy or girl, whose 

‘minds tend not to books naturally, has 


4 
bs 


greater temptation to vice and crime than 
“has the country boy, and the librury of good 
books at the Sunday school, if brought with- 
in his reach, may be often the means of his 
~ salvation from sin and death. The Sunday 
+ gehool library should of all be not a collec- 
“tion of buta selection of books, the best and 
‘the choicest books of the age, and. this 
‘would not seem to be a difficult task in the 
/ rapid multiplication of new titles. In 1869 
' Sunday school books were increasing at the 

rate cf two a day,and they probably number 
three a day atthe present time. The num- 
ber of publishing houses actively engaged in 
their publication in the United States alone 
is not Jess than forty, employing a capital of 
at #éast ten millions of dollars. Allowing 
ene book to a scholar in every Sunday school 
in the United States, we have asum total of 
six millions of books in use in our Sunday 
school libraries. 


Sore 





or a poor book is so, much time lost for a |. 


"Ks ¥0 the character of the books which go 
under the title of juvenile religious literature 
for our Sunday schools, much may+be said 
in praise and dispraise. Its quantity cer- 
tainly is voluminous,and its quality is varied 
enough to suit all tastes. It is a little re- 
markable that the laws of supply and de- 
mand bave not had their legitimate sway in | 
‘the production and consum ption of our Sun- 
‘day school books. For why? Mainly be- 
@ause Sunday school publication societies 
have been poor, Sunday schools have been 
poorer, and writers have been poorer still. 
‘Many good people have written what some 
‘benevolent and friendly critic called a good 
‘pook,and the MS. was sent to the Committee 
on Publication, These busy, unsalaried 
men could not well spare a great share of 
their valuable time in daily mousings 
through hundreds of pages of dull MS., and 
if the pastor of the writer had endorsed the 
book, it was quite apt to go to the printer 
with a single reader’s endorsement. Now 
those who have had to do with publishing 
our daily literature know that nine MSS. go 
into the waste-basket, where one goes to 
press. The liability hitherto has been that 
the reader of Sunday school MSS. has mis- 
taken the press box for the waste-basket. 
The last five years have given us new hope 
as the rubbish has been cleared away from 
our shelves to make room for the strong, life- 
giving food, and they must be poor judges 
of safe and wholesome books who cannot 
select a library of from 300 to 500 volumes of 
the best boeks the world ever saw, in their 
fitness for child-mind and ehild-growth. 

The Chautauqua system alone, with its 
tens of thousands of readers, is one of the 
most remarkable movements in behalf of a 
vitalized literature, and the great success 
which has attended its history is a striking 
commentary on the hitherto unmethodic and 














hap-hazard methods of creating a taste for 
pure and undefiled religious reading. 

And what are the books which should be 
placed first and always in the hauds of our 
| ehildren? Let me outline, keeping in view 
the great purpose of all reading,of the home, 
| the school, the Sunday school, the church, 
the outfit and the infit for true Christian 
manhood: 

4. The reading should suit the age, charac- 
teristics and crises of a child-life. 

2. It shoud be entertaining. 

3. It should be pure. 

4. It should quicken mental growth, moral 
perceptions and reliyious liye. 


Mr. Bicknell here illustrated by charts the 
classes of books which should be intro- 
duced into all of our libraries, and empha- 
sized biography, history, travels, natural 
science, teinperance and pure fiction as the 
staple elements, 1t was much to be re- 
gretted that the speaker was not able to com- 
plete his very valuable paper, which, as we 
chance to know, coutains some of the most 
practical instructions and directions to pa- 
rents and teachers in the matter of conduct- 
ing the important educational work, in- 
volved in child reading. 
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Annual Meeting at Channing Church—Essay on. 


' meeting of the Newton Sunday-school Un- | 
ion, held at Channing Church last Sunday 


| spoke briefly of the value of the 
| vated in their repression,—and a 


-God’s truth had revealed itself it had found 





NEWTON SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. — 



























Children’s Reading by T. W. Bicknell. 


id 
A large audience attended the annual | 


evening. The exercises opened with an | 


| anthem by the choir, followed by Scripture | 
reading by President A. S. Weed, 3 








by Rev. Mr. Hornbrooke,and singing t 
congregation. | 
Dunne, read his report, which showed that _ 


twenty-two schools are connected with the | 
union, twenty of which had sent reports for | 
tk year, giving the following statistics: | 
Total membership, 3407; average attend- | 


ance, 2404; contributions, $2435.98; teach © 


ers’ meetings, 230; conversions, 92. The | 
following reports for the last quarter ‘were | 


presented from the various Sunday-schools 


Members. AVerage Contri-- 





Channing, Newton .-..- Pe een Koll) 1380 *$150 00 | 
Eliot, BS Oar: sees 424 284 211 57 
Baptist, te SE ne 288 156 BD 46 
Methodist, ‘  —....e+0--- 85 54 4 
North Evanyelical......-.-- « 235 164 2 
Central Cong’), Newtonville. 240 160 Vet 
Methodist, ef Bae) 96— 
Univ -rsalist, s pe tell! <u Ohi 
Cong’l, West Newton......-. 320 227 
Baptist, & Res SA ate 140° 110 it 
Methodist, Auburndale...... 140 O56 

| Cong’], Cage ae PRIS ee 292 185 
Methodist, Lower Falls... .. 84 66 
St. Mary’s, “f 53.0) ope 

| Methdais!, Upper Falls 107 

} Baptist, — oh E 56 

—Cong’l, Newton Highlands... 160 L267 

| Baptist, Newton Center..... 248 “180° 

| Unitarian, *¢ Shae eae 70 44. 
‘Bhowpsonville..... 24h Sheps 71 5 

{ RW OUAIS.. oeite: 2240 sGeeistOe ee 2293. ~~ 

| *For the year. 


cers for the year. While waiting for thei 
report Rey. Mr. Nash was called u anc 
work, He thought it especially usef 
different views were represented—n 
expression, but for the reserve power cu 


es his 


|} edged that a’study of the world’s re! 


had taught him that the same truths 
found in every 


religion—that whereve 


some one to receive it. Later in» the even- 


ing the committee reported the following 


Stephen Moore of the Newton Baptist; sec-_ 
retary and treasurer, George C. Dunne; di- 


| rectors, I. B. Wells of the Channing 


chureh and A. T. Sylvester, of the Newton- | 
ville Universalist. a ee CSS aes 


ee Ps 


The secretary, George C. | 


att’@ce. but’ns. | 


A committee comprising the superintend-_ 
ents present retired to prepare a list of of ffi- 


for. 
lti- 


i Blume 








were 


| list of officers, which was adopted: Presi- 
-dent,Winfield S. Slocum of the Newtonville» 
| Congregational church; — vice-president. 


| 


{ 
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1e essay of the evening 


| was a conversati 


| hour. In opening he said: “Tam. vlad that. 
| in discussing this stibject we ‘meet on the 


feroend of our common agre eeménts rather 


than our common differences. We are en- 
Nee ina grand work—the formation of 
_ characters, rather than their reformation. 
We have a three- fold nature,—physical, 
| mental, moral, all intimately connected and 
| developed by nutriment from, without and 
| from the life forces within. fee ‘impor- 


- tant, therefore, that children’s minds re- | 


ceive” proper nutriment. Horace Mann 
tae asked the leading educators of the 


ountry how. many of a given number of © 


p right, healthy children, rightly educated, 
ry would grow up to true, Christian manhood 
and womanhood, and the answer w was, more 
than. 90, per cent. The strongest influence 
ona child is that of a ‘good woman, and 
“next is that of a good book. The seercts of 
/ the influence of a bouk are these: First, the 
book which one reads in youth is ordina- 
rily along the line of individual choices and 
as tes ; ; hence, one. finds his taste strength- 
and promoted by tlre line of reading 
h he chooses. Second, what a child 
iss however wild, false, or unaccount- 
able it may be, is to him literal truth. 
Then the book occupies a child’s leisure 
hours. Character is determined more in 
hours of silence thanin hours of action, 
Lastly, anything that is printed makes a 
greater impression than a spoken or writ- 
ten word, A book directs and controls the 
thoughts of its reader; it fixes his ideas 
| for liteeand determines lis companions. 
an early life and often in later life there 
is _ very little purpose in reading. My ob- 




























's reading that it shall havea purpose 
1aim, There is a world of books. 
st ten or fifteen years, however, have 
he most productive of good litera- 
» for. children. What an advance since 
days when the home was the only li- 
containing perhaps only the alma- 
Bible, the spelling-book and. the 
when al] ae books in New Eng- 
1d be contained in a small parlor, 
a wonderful thing for a book to 
sale of a thousand copies. Now the 
oublic library has an annual circu- 
of 1,500,000 vclumes, each book aver- 
ee readings; the school children 
000 of the books, averaging seyen- 
a year apiece. Some of the trashy, 
al story papers have avecirculation 
000 and nearly a million teaders a 
If those were the worst things 


¥en ere a 


a , by Thomas:W. 
knell, editor of the Journal of Educa- 


| tion, on “What are Our Children Reading?” | 
al address, full of faets” 
“and suggestions,” and~ Occupied 0 over an 


ect night i is to show how we can direct a | 
? 


it Speed be bad enough, for their 





million Bibl $ a year. 
| library's yearly circulation consists 74 per 
| cent of fiction, and only 5 per cent of his- 
| tory and.biography. The latter is the best 
| side of our literature, and the most valu- 
| able, for life is taught through history and 
biography; we live in the experience of the 
past, and only rise as we get into the spirit 
of the ages. Travels and voyages consti- 
tute only 4 1-2 per cent of the circulation. 
Reading fires the thought and feeling 
achild more than in a man. The child 
clothes every sentence with its clear Anglo- 
Saxon meaning. The boy reads of thrilling 
| exploits and he becomes the ‘hero of the 
story, with a brain fired for like endeavors. 
A child’s reading taste should bo cultiyated 
in early life and his course of readiug 
should be advised but not absolutely direct- 
ed. Introduce a book to him as you would 
_a friend, and awaken his interest in it. 
| Mr. Hale says, 
| ness agreeable. 


The Boston public 





else the young people will go skating or 
fishing and no blame to them.’? The pub- 
lic schools of Boston are teaching wise les- 
_ sons in the cultivation of a taste for good 
reading. _A lady teacher in the Weld 
school has so secured the confidence of, her 
pupils that they give her regularly the list 
of books which they read, largely following 
her advice in their selections. Teachers 
and parents ought always t» have the full 
confidence of the children, that the latter 
may not read in,secret books forbidden to 
be read openly. 
The worst evils entering children’s minds 
are the sensational and sentimental. Our 
| Sunday-school libraries contain many bad 
books. Three-fourths of the vapid and 
worthless story-books have a little tissue 
of real life with a little fabric of a love 
story and alittle moral truth, and this is 
the sum total of many which should be 





















Booksellers’ shelves groan under their 
weight. i believe thoroughly in fiction as 
a part of our literature. When rightly se- 
lected it has its proper place in the reading 
of every child. No boy o1 girl was ever 

‘made the worse by reading Scott or Mrs. 
Stowe, but thousands have been ruined by 


1 fan. 


public and Sunday-school hbraries. The 
evils which come from reading bad books 
are waste of time, weakening of mental 
\| fibre, the’ creation of false and vicious 
|| tastes, we; Renine of the memory, the form- 
ing of superficial habits of reading, and the 
-sapping of the moral character. Some say 
| that the Sunday-school library is of doubt- 
ful utility. 


form. On the other side the American | 
Tract Society is printing nearly a million 
books and the Bible Society distributes a 


in | 





AS | 
“you must make this busi- | 

Whichever avenue we take | 
must be one of the pleasant avenues or 


| the books which’ line the shelves of our. 





| blown away as chaff before the winnowing | 





} doing much good in creating a 


| good books who cannot select a library of 





| four or five hundred volumes of the best 


ao 


/ While literature is so plentiful 


and cheap, every Thome should have a libra- | 


ry of its own. I would have the heme 
library first and the Sunday-school library | 
as a supplement to it, not as a substitute. 

It should. be a selection, nota mere collec- | 
tion of books, and thebe is no reason today 
why it should not be of the very best. Sun- i 
day-school books are inereasing at the rate 
of three or fouraday. There are six mil 
lion books in the Sunday-school libraries, 
their quantity is volumnious and their quai- 
ity varied enough to suit all tastes. Sun- 
day-school publishers are poor; Sunday- 
schools are still poorer. Editors know that 
for every manuscript printed, nine go to. 
the waste basket. With Sunday-school | 
books the case is different for the above 
reasons, and it often happens that the man- 
uscripts designed forthe waste basket, go 
to the printer. The books on the publish- 
ers’ shelves must be sold, and Sunday- 
schools buy too often without proper dis- 
crimination. They must be poor judges of 





class. The Chatauqua reading system is 
taste for. 
pure and undefiled religous literature, The 
old style of religious books, which is fast 
disappearing, usually told of an angelic vis- 
itor who had made a mistake and got into 
a human body, and got out of it as soon as 
he could after a miserable existence. 

In closing the lecturer gave an outline of | 


a plan for making a model Sunday-school | 


library. History and biography he placed 
first, and prominence was given to religious 
works, natural history, science and poetry, 
fiction coming last. The catalogue should 


| give the title, author’s name, size of the 


words concerning the book’s character and 
contents. 

Rev. Mr. Lawrence spoke of other influ- 
ences which are exercised on children’s 
reading by the public school teachers and 
the school committee. The method pur- 
sued in the Weld school of Boston is fol- 
lowed successfully several Newton 
schools. 


On motion of Rev. Mr. 
of the union were extended to Mr. 


in 


Nash, the thanks 


book and number of pages, with a few 
Bicknell 


for the essay, and it was voted that the 


same subject be the topic for discussion ab 
| the next quarterly meeting. 
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“MISTAKES IN SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACH- 
ING.” 


of the Newton 
School Union. 


A largely attended meeting of the Newton 
Sunday School Union oce urred at the New- 
ton Highlands Congregational Church last: 
Sabbath evening. Mr. 
Newtonville, the President of the Union, oc- 





Mecting 





eupied the chair and prayer was offered | 
Secretary 


by Mr. S. M. Sayford, the 
of the Massachusetts Y. M. C. Association. 

The President announced that the 
next meeting would be at Newtonville, 
and the subject to be discussed, ‘Mistakes 
in Sunday School Management.” 

The leading essayist of the ‘evening, the 
Rev. Frank W. Gunsaulus of the Central 
Congregational Church, Newtonville, was 
then introduced, and spoke at length and 





Suuday 


W. S. Slocum of? 


“Mr. E. O. Bullock of Wellesley Hills was 


next speaker, and paid particular attention 


to the difficulties teachers must experience 
| who are teazed tutu teaching a class—as is too 
often the case. He believed there were too 
many such teachers. A successful teacher 


interest in his work anda previous careful 
preparation of the subiect He fully be- 
lieved that when the lesson helps were 
made the teacher’s failure is inevitable. He 
also urged personality and iudividual teach- 
ing. 

Mr. W.C. Strong maintained that as a 
rule, books and lesson papers ought uot to be 
taken into the class, but that the Bible 
should be the only book. 

Mr. L. E. Leland said considerable com- 
| plaint is often made that’ the scholar came 
unprepared, and believed it to be au _ excel- 
lent idea for the teacher to point out to his 
pupils, the Sunday before, the leading or 





must be one who enters his class witha deep | 





seed thoughts for the next lesson, in order 
that he might become interested in it and 
find food for thought and direction in the 
study of his lesson. 
| Remarks were also made by A. G. Sher- 
| man, of Newton Centre, L. B. Gay, of New- 
ton and Horace Dutton, of Auburndale. 


with considerable earnestness, upon the 
topic of the evening, ‘Mistakes in Sunday 
School Teaching.’’ He opened with the 
declaration that it would be far easier to 
talk of the suecess rather than the mistakes | 
of teaching. Again, he did not believe it 
right to refer at length to what seemed mis- 
takes unless he could suggest some remedy. 
We live, he said, in an age of great Sabbath 
school success. We are organized with per- 
fect machinery, and itimay often be found 
that too much of this nicely adjusted ma- 
chinery works evil. Against this we must | | _ The quarterly eeting of the Nowtee Suns 
guard ourselves. The lesson helps and day Schuol Union was held at the Newton | 4 
question books and papers are excellent, no ' Highlands Lge church on Sunday | 
doubt, in their way, butitis a grave™ mis- | evening. : 
take to allow them to do all the work of Prayer was offered by. S. M. Sted, and! 
preparation. The teacher should make it wag 2nnounced that the next meeting would | 
himself and his pupils thoroughly acquaint- be held at Newtonville, the subject to be “Mis 
ed with the lesson outside of these given takes in Sunday School Management.” 1 
points in order to do his work properly. He Rey. F. Ww. Gunsanlus wan the: easay ist of 
should prepare himself properly and fully the: evening, “its mantel being “Mistakes in! 


before coming before his class, and the suc- Squday Sehoak. Leachin te gecula tell 
cessful teacher will teach his class with ideas Le g. ; 
from his own careful study, while the les- easier to treat the success¢s than the mistakes 
son helps for his guide mais ; of Sunday school teaching, for there bi 
g , : 
If Newton, Milton, Sydney and Cromwell | | eas but might be easily remedied. 
The average of success is very gratifying, but, 


had all been in one school and taught to- 
gether, the world would never have been there are points in Which there is liability to” 
| weaknesses, It i is the very perfection of the 


the recipients of such varied and vast wis- 
machinery of its organization which consti- 


dom and elevated ideas. It was because 
they were different—their minds ran tutes this weakness Ilelps and questions are 
through various channels, and their’ ideas undoubtedly of service. but these should be 
| were original and therefore ripened in dif-| | thoroughly mastered in our own minds before 
ferent directions. So with the pupil, if he is we unwertake the instruction of our classes, 
only taught what the lesson help furnishes, There a tendency to ioo much dependence 
peer ember of the Se will have only}; fame ne question book and too little preparation 

| whatis common to his classmate. and no 
: : by the teucher. Instead ot eupying the rules. 

new ideas will resuit. The teacher not only 
| of some other teacher, leadership, in the fu- 
‘ture, must come from our own inwardness. 


gives his pupils the benefit of broad study 
and research, and endeavors to so teach his 
The teacher must accommodate himself to the 
ld ar tudy th the character which he is to. 


class as to bring out every member and his 
shape levelope. If Newton, Milton, 


| individual ideas concerning the topic under 
‘Sidney nd ‘Cromwell had been taught in the a 


discussion. In this manner each member 
| same 8 hool under a 8} tematized code of im 


will become interested inthe new ideas of 
| his classmates, the teacher will also find 
parting: the lessons, L ‘not think they could 
have reached that opment eee the. 


| new material to use, and the entixe class be 
Ax ane 





|Newton Sunday School Union. 









































benefited and the topic made vastly more 
interesting. 

Consequently in our work as teachers we 
must keep this individualty of the ‘teacher 
and pupil ever in view in order to succeed. | 

The power of Christ was in his many- 
| sided nature, which he used to great advan- 
tage. Personality is a great element in suc- 
cessful teaching, and it cannot safely be 
overlooked. 











temperament are indicated, shiche ver i it ay) 
be, bring it out. The ee Christ was ip 
the m ny sides of his character and his assim 
ilation. of the agency to the requiremeut. 
Garfield said, “If you put Mark Hopkins on. 
oneend of a bench,and a stt ident ab the 
other, you have a university” —th | personals. 
ity of the man woula make itselt felt in the 
personality of the youth. It is a safe rule of 
inference that if a Sunday school teacher is 
satisfied with any list of questions, he has lo st 
his personality and fails to impress it “upoo 
| the personality of his class, In the day 
| school, certain practical brushes are taught— 
once a week they should be taught a different | 
truth, The aim should be to enlighten our 
bible; Christ died for alk and the teacher | 
, should emphasize this, Bible teachers should. 
| not teach until satisfied thas it i js safe to teach 4 
‘chat truth, Our. personal _ effort should be 
| directed to the child’s comprehension and we 
| should endeavor to get back to” the rey 


























Lie we are getuing all we Soda ous: of ‘the 
| companionship of children. ‘Tae child’s von a | 
} idence ia its father or friend is wonderful in| 

its trustfulness, and I believe we could lear : 

much of faith and trust from these little on es, 


E, O. Balloek,- ot Wellesly Mills, reached | 
nis consideration of the subject through his” 
yersonal experience and the difficulties he had | i 
}met, He thought criticism came mostly frond 
che ‘‘doo-littles.” Forced teachers cannot 
do good work, those who attempt itare unwil- 
ling workers who fill their laps with “helps” 
| and are glad when their labor 18 over, It | 
avery teacher would but say; ‘Father! Help 
us to open this book,” there would be little 
Joubt of their efforts being well directed. In 
a class of boys, a teacher met poor ‘success | 
until a question in geography came up in| 
which one gf the boys was interested; this led |’ 
bu active poe in the whole subject and | 
much good was accomplished. The ‘trouble. | 
wich many teachers” 1s that they bottle them. | 
selves up and the boys too. ~The danger lies} 
not in. the helps but in using them as stufling | 
naterials, The teacher, in reviewing the 
esson, should -ask; “What lesson i is there, 
here for me?” - = 
Wim. © Strong did not favor question 
books, but thought teachers should go to the 
Bible for both text and direction. sf 
Messrs. A. G. Sherman, L. B. Gay aaa 
E. Leland continued the sr naians Mr, 
‘Leland thought the important thing to consid. 
ist was that the scholars were unprepared te 
rofit by the lesson; therefore the aim of the 
sae snould be to supply this needed gs bs) 
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"NEWTON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


A Meeting of Impertarce and Ere 
terest -e- Mistakes iia Sunday 
School Management Discussed. 









4 


‘ 

The quarterly meeting ef the Newton | 
Sunday Union was held in the Univ ersalist 
Church, Newtonville, last Sunday evening, 
President W.S. Slocum in the chair, The 
exercises Were opened with prayer by the 
Rey. C, E. Nash. The cfficers recommended 
Newton Centre for the Jamuary meeting and ~ 
the subject “What can we do to advance the 
interests of the Union,” will be discussed. 
It is proposed to change Art. VI. so that the 
meetings may be held monthly instead of 
quarterly, notice of which was given to be 
acted upon at the next meeting. 

The subject of the evening, ‘Mistakes in 
Sunday School Management.”’ was ably dis- | 
cussed by Mr. John E. Kimball, Superinten- 
dent of the schools of Newton. Mistakes in | 
Sunday school management are mistakes in 
doing and not doing, positive and negative 

| 





errors. The condition of a successful Sun- 
day school teacher is to gather pupils in and 
keeping them when you get them. Offering 
wrong wotives, offering prizes to induce 
children to come ought to be condemned. IL 
ain afraid if a Bible was offered for com_ 
mitting passages to memory, that the good | 
effects would be hidden in the gilt binding. 
The day school has a strong claim in the 
furtherances of the Sunday school. I have 
| sat down with parents to talk about the 
waywardness of their boy or daughter and | 
have gone over the points and could | 
not detect the cause. But I have almost | 
always found that the parents had promised | 
a gold watch or some prize if they would be! 
good and do so and so, | 
Closely allied to this on the other side, is_ 
the failure to apply proper restraints. 1 | 
know lam treading on dangerous ground, 
that parents cannot believe their children 
would or could do wrong. Children are op- 
posed to any restraint. What are the facts. 
After along experience with all kind of 
Sunday schools and scholars, I have seen 
bad conduct children allowed to run pell 
mell over the school after their lessons were 
over. If these things are so what is the 





i 
i 


prayer time, trading jack knives, talking of 
society calls, new dresses or hats. It is an 
abomination. i 

There ought to bea standard, then get 
aclear idea of what we wantin the Sunday 
school and then we must decide to set up 
that standard andthe work will be done, 
How shall it be corrected—a look from a 


quire arebuke,and there may be cases which 
will defy the standard and it will be better 
for such to be out of the Sunday school than 


will be obeyed or the downward course will 
follow. 







remedy? I care not whetber it is talking at | 





teacher will be enough.—some cases will re- | 


inside. Hither the reverence and standard } | Viction so they will say, I will prepare my-_ 





| The choir of the church rendered some ex- | 


— ———$—$—$<_$< $< hero & 7 ee le | 
' Mr, Stephen Moore of Newton, said one | 
mistake is too much management. The chil- | 
dren in our Sunday school are not dumunies, 
they are living, responsible beings and it is } 
our duty to lead them upwards. I believe 
in system. Whatshall wedo with a bad 
boy? It would not do to talk to him from 
/ the desk. I would get a teacher to love him, 
a loving teacher can conquer a bad bo 

Teachers are not all alike and some 
oe” are best adapted to certain kind of 
ee. so we Should see that our teachers | 
hi ve the right class. I believe in personal 
work which must be done outside of the 
school and desk. A teacher’s quality and 
“worth must not be judged by his Bible 
“knowledge, which is allright, but not all. 
it nless a teacher can learn to love his’ 
scholars, he ought not fo teach that class. 
yery superintendent ought to have grace, 
gold and grit, He can pray for the first, the 
next you ought to get for him, for it costs” 
money to run a Sunday school, and the last 
_he needs,for there may be times when others | 
| may differ from him and if he knows he is 
right be needs the grit to go ahead. It is a 
mistake to underrate the work we are doing, 
for more than 700,000 teachers and over 5,- 
000,000 scholars are in Sunday schools today 
inthis country, AS 

Rev. H, G. Spaulding of Newton, said the 
“public and Sunday schools are trying to 
educate our boys and they crowd them Dy. 
| tryingto do too much and live a little. We] 

must live and practice as well as teach. We | 
need a sanctified tact to manage properly, 
The Sunday school is not the children’s | 
church; there is but one church;it is where 
their parents go. Wemay make the exer- 
cises very impressive, 

Hon. J. F.C. Hyde said we will all ad- 
mit that the tmistakes of our life have been - 
many. It makes a great deal of difference 
whether your school is a large one like the 
‘Eliot or a small one like the Highland 
school. The large schuol can easily get all | 
the teachers they want while we have to 
take what we bave and do the best we ean. 

Horace Dutton thought the Sunday 
school was more like the church in our | 
|} Lord’s time than the present ehurch. It 
| was uot a seb sermon, buat the people 
gathered together to read and ey the 
| scriptures. 

Hon. John C. Park said a great deal that | 
has been said is excellent ,to carry to our 
| teachers, meetings. The parents ought to 
have more intercourse with the teachers go | 

they can work together. 
| President W. S. Slocum said the Sunday 
pee was today where the day school used 
: 























\ 








purser 


to be. The day school demand trained 
‘teachers. The Sunday school needs such 
\teachers. How can we get them? Can we 
‘not impress upon our young people a con- 


self fora trained Sunday school teacher. 


cellent music, and the meeting was one of. 
the best we uae e attended and will no doubt 
do a preat deal of good. 
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THE SUNDA 00L UNION. : 


“Forty-fifth Annua! é 
Wolcott Calkins. 

The forty-fitth — 

| Newton Sunday School union was held in 





the chair. After the devotional exercises,— 

Rey. Dr. Huntington, dean of Boston uni- 
versity, leaaing in prayer,—the secretary, 
George C. Dunne, read his annual report. 
The expenses for the year were $18.31, and 


there is a balance on hand of $44.78. Blanks | 


are sent to 22 schools, which report with 
more or less regularity. The total member- 
ship reported for the last quarter by 14 
schools is 2711; average attendance, 1947; 
contributions for the year, $2433.94; teach- 
| ers’ meeting during the year, 156; conver- 
sions or additions to the church from the 
; Sunday school, 132, an increase of 40. The 
foliowing is the number of quarterly rez 
ports received from each school in the last 
_ five years, and is interesting as showing the 
“interest taken by the different schools in 


the union: Eliot, Newton Baptist, North 


_Evangelical, Universalist, West Newton 


pOonstegational, 20 each, these schoois hav-.,| 


‘ing reported every time; Upper Falls Meth- 


-odist, 19; Upper Falls Bantee and Chan-. 


ning, 18; NewtonMethodist,Auburndale Con-— 
‘gregational and Newton Center Unitarian, 
17; Newtonville Methodist, 16; Newtonville 
| Congregational, 15; West Newton Baptist 
and Newton Highlands Congregational, 14; 
Lower Falls Episcopal, and Thompsonville, 
13; Newton ee Baptist and Lower Falls — 
‘Methodist, ; Auburndale Methodist, 7; 
‘Newton ie Congregational, 6; fowtne 
“Center Methodist, 5. The Newton Center 
' Baptist, Congregational and Methodist and 
; Thompsonville schools have not reported 
during the year. 
Rev. Wolcott Calkins’s address on the 
topic, ‘‘How shall we increase the useful- 
“ness of the Newton Sunday School union?” 
was given before further business was done, 
/as he was obliged to return to his own 
'chureh. Hesaid that he had been greatly 
impressed with the unique history of the 
union, knowing of no society precisely | 
likeit. Thatit should have existed forty-. 
| five years in these days of change is remark- | 
able. It grew out of times when union for. 
religious work was less common than now. 
He spoke of its first president, William | 
Jackson, a man honored by the community, 
' There were 130 of its members in the army, 
0 of whom laid. down}their lives, and no 
doubt their Christian training helped to 
nerve them to their duty. Referring to the 
lost City of Columbus, and the story that 
the pilot left the wheel to warm himself, he 








said that there are times when it is a man’s | 


duty to freeze to death. he business oO 
churches and Sunday schools is to nerve 
men to this thought: To work for the right, 
counting life as nothing ina question of 


ert say 


leeting—Address by Rev. 


nnual meeting | of ne 





| the Newton Center Methodist church last | 
Sunday evening, President W. S. Sfécum.in | 









principle. ‘The catholic. spirit of the 1 union 
‘commands admiration. ‘It does not assume - 
to dictate to any Sunday school what i 
shall teach. Itsimply wants the workers | 
come together and give an account of | wh 
they are doing, letting each one go ¢ on wit % 
the work which seems to him fittest. H a 
urged the importance of regular yepor' a 
from the schools. It is worth a great deal 
to have the officers taken from so many ‘dif- 
ferent churches, and that they have worked | 
together harmoniously for forty-five years. ‘| 
What can be done to increase the useft 
ness of the union? Much by personal influ- | 
ence with the societies that are growing | 
cold—and he volunteered to do his part. It | 
was the rule in the army that no man should | 
warm himself by the camp-fire, unless he 
brought a stick to throw on. If Eliot church 
is not doing its share, we want you to stir 
usup. He thought the grove meetings held 
in the early days of the union might be re- 
vived, and spoke of one famous meeting 
held at Upper Falls about 1840, with 3000. or | 
4000 present. But the great thing is the 
deepening of our earnest purpose. — We are | 
training the souls of these children, and the 
thing which will increase the interest in this. | 
union is that which will kindle the life of» 
God in the heart of every child. The ques ce 
tions of ways and means will take care of 
themselves when our hearts are ‘kindled 
with the thought that our work is to bring 
home God's lost children. ; a 
Rev. Dr. Peirce was called upon, sans said 
‘he had not been able todo much for the un- | 
‘ion, and felt like a man of whom Dr. Jewett | 
‘ager to tell. Because of an accident, four H 
men were obliged to work their passage — to | 
Boston on a hand-car, and the fourth man 
-saton behind, nevei offering to help, but. 
kept shouting, ‘‘We are going along finely, | 4 
‘boys!’ He spoke of a grove meeting once 
held on one of the hills now forming the 
“Newton cemetery. Nothing, he said, ams) 
‘presses me so much at these gatheri ings as” 
‘the masses of childhood, and itis on them 
‘that we must leave our impress. ‘The paint- 
fe of the old masters in foreign galleries 
are admired today by countless visitors. So 
“we are making pictures on the minds of the 
jyoung—let us hope the photograph of God, 
“and our work will be observed by future | 
generations, and the Great Master forever. 
W.S. Slocum spoke of the possibility of 
‘increasing the usefulness of the union_ by 
“the delegates making a report when they 
_ get, baék of what they gather at the meet- 
“ings. Judge Park emphzsized the idea that 
children should be led to talk over at home| 
‘what they learn at Sunday school, so as_ to 
‘lead to religious conversation in the family. 
"The following{oflicers were elected: Pres- 
jdent, A. L. Barbour; vice-president, A. | 
at Sylvester; secretary and treasurer, | 
George C. Dunne; directors, Avery L. Rand, 
William: C.’Str ong. A motion to amend the 
constitution so that meetings should be 
held monthly instead of quarterly was re- 
jected. The reports from the schools were 
read, and the meeting closed at 8.80, witht 
the benediction by Dr. Peirce. The at- 
_tendance was good, though the ‘weather was” | 
“unfavorable, 5 NS “yagi 
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/church. President Barbour occupied the 


_ Sitest in thine house and when thou liest 
' down and when thou risest up,” etc. (Deut. 


‘whole week at home? ‘‘And ve fathers, 


| is left tothe tired mothers to do. A true. 


children are notall in the church but they 


land make up for the home? What is 


Mer day. school union ae held on Sund ay 


avening at the West. Newton Baptist 


chair. After scripture reading by Vice- 
president A. T. Sylvester and prayer ae 
Rev. O. D. Kimball, the reports of the 
‘superintendents of the different schools 
were presented. 

Prof. W. S. Sherwin of Boston addessed 
the union on ‘‘The aim, scope and responsi-_ 
bilities of Sunday- Buhipat work.” Of the 
first topic, the aim, he considered first the 
negative side. The Sunday-school is not a 
substitute. for home religious training. | 
Thousands of people expect the school to. 
take the place of home. Let us see what! 
the scripture says—‘‘And these words 
* use Vee shall be in thine heart and 
thou shall teach them diligently unto thy 
children and shalt talk of them when thou 










vi: 6-9.) Can the finest Sunday-school in the 
half an hour in the school compared to the 


proyoke not. your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and ailmohition 
of the Lord.’’ (Eph. vi: 4.) You fathers have 
something to do. I know something of the 
homes of the land, and most of the work 


‘mother never goes to bed with all her. 


work done. We men turn over the religious i 


culture of our children to mother, that our 
time may be free to read'the morning paper, 
talk politics, ete. The Sunday-school is not 
a substitute for the preaching service. The 


should be there. 1 was brought up to go, | 
but some say it is too wearisome for them. 


There is no truth in the statement. Leave 


| the children at home, and you go to church 





iF 





would say give up the Sunday-school. The 
Sunday-school is not a substitute for the 


| ligious meeting any where else. You may | 
| say it is too late to have them out at | 
night, but it is not toolate for them to at- | 
| tend a party or concert. The aim of the 


wer - answered — by Prof. Sh 


or hide, and see what they can stand. The 
preaching seivice stands first, and if it is 
possible that, a child can’t. goto both I 



























other religious meetings of the church, 
you can’t find what you can get at a re- | 


Sunday-school is to bring souls to Christ. | 
It is your duty tosow theseed, and God 
will do the rest. When we have led them to | 
Christ and their names goon the church 
record, we are apt to think our work is 
done, when it is just begun. 

Of the scope of Sunday-school work the 
speaker said the Sunday-school is a depart- 
ment and whoever needs to be trained should 
be in the Sunday-school he would not exempt _ 
anybody. As to the responsibilities, every | 
, church should make an appropriation for | 
“the Sunday-school, just as for the pastor’s | 
_ or sexton’s salary, It 1s not right to spend ” , 
_ the penny colleotions for the school ex-_ 
_penses. The pastoris the head, but the 
superintendent. has charge, and ane two | 
pana work together. 

A large number | of written ‘questions 

erwi The 
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IEWTON SUNDAY SSHOOL UNION. 
Aim, Scope and Responsibilities 
of Sunday School Work, 


THE ADDRESS OF PROF. SHERWIN. 


The 181st quarterly meeting of the Union| 
was held last Sunday evening in the Baptist, | 
| Church, West Newton,and President Barbour), 
oceupied | the chair. Scripture reading by. 
Vice President Sylvester was followed witht) 

; 





prayer by the Rev. O. D. Kimball, pastor of 
_the church. Superintendent’s reports of the 
different schools were then presented. Prof. 
W. F. Sherwin of Boston, then stidrcaseatl 
| the Union on “The Aim, Snore and Respon- 
sibilities of the Sunday School Work.”’ 1 
Ist, Aim. Wherein do people differ as t9 | 
the aim? Let us look at the negative side— | 
| what the Sunday school ig not for. It is | 
sometimes necessary to tell people not to do | 
justead of what todo. 1st. The Sunday | } 
| school is not a substitute for home religious 
training. Thousands of people. expect the | 
| school to take the place of home. Let us H 
see what the Scriptures say, quoting Deut. | 
6:6, 9. Can the finest Sunday school in fhe | 





{ 
f 





land make up for the home? Quoting Deut. 
4:9 and Prov. 22:6. What is haif an hour in 
the Sunday school compared with the whele 
week at home? quoting Eph. 6:4. q 

' Your fathers have something to do,I knéw 
something of the homes of the Lord and 
most of this work is left to the tired mothér 
to do, A true mother never goes to bed / 
| all her work done. Wemen turn ove 
| religious culture of our children to 
| that our time may be free to read the» 
ing paper, talk polities, ete. 
2nd. The Sunday schoolis not.a s 
| tute for the, Bpprvaching® services. The 
| dren are not all in the church, but 
| should be there. I was brought up to? 
-butsome say it is too wearisome for tk 
|} There is no truth in the statement. I 
| the children at home and you go to ch 
/ or hide and see what they can stand. 
preaching services stands first and if 
possible that a child can not go to bo : 
wie say give up 6 Sunday school. 
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‘for the other » bciateas meetings of th 
church. You can’t find what you can.gét 
the religious meetings anywhere else. 
pmay. Say itistoo late to have them | 
night, but it is not too late for them 

tend a party or concert. 
_ The ist aim is to beg souls to Christ 


‘the rest. When we have led them to 
and: their names go on the chureh reco 


just commenced. 
The Scope. The Sunday school is a 


should be in the Sunday schhol. 

not exempt anybody. = : B 

| Responsibilities. Every chureh should. 

make an appropriation for the Sunday 

| school just as much as for the pastor’s salary 

orsexton. It is not right tospend th 

' collections for the school expenses. T 

pastor is the head, but the ‘superinten ent | 

has charge and the two should wo to- 

getber. A large number of written es 

tions were asked at the close of the sven | 
which were answered by Prof, eee 

00) | 


The church quartette and Sunday 
choir furnished excellent rousic. 


= ey 


He 





a Oe ne~ o ee 





‘ ee ee eee ee a ee ee ee ee 
a 


Sg NE fy ee Oe? CE pie he ® AF 


ee ae oe 
4 
4 od z & > 
7 


~~ 


i. see += 
, - 








Mal unk, (coe 


(bite a- os 
_ or Dib Loree Sf, SD 


ws fC te 
oon, Zee 

Vp 
oan Nat once a es 
fet Bf tin, cA ' 





o JO 
id PEL ocdhdd 1 yw 
yw Auta 
WG nee Ie : 
Ln Te ie fe 27 
ls Cee Z 
| Bie. ‘nee | pa. 
ae st) ee 2 
fe Toefl Glo 
2 “pa Ara 
ae pe 
cA: 4ths Ly 











Ys 


eek | 
Ur wee EY 


i ai cay 2 ee ae 


ioe hay Va ape 


Y < / f ‘ 


Woe & nn be 


is 


73 
ee 
{03 
ZL  . 
4443. F 
/ a7 


Gaz 


PA 


/ oY. 
4G 23 


JO 


ESSE S 
L 50 
J &O 

/3 

fuitr. Cade 
10 

IF 


4t] 








lara 


their 182d qua&terly meeting on Sunday 


| 


flowers. President Barbour-oceupied the 


| 
| 
f 
i 
4 
| 


| to close the Sunday-school during the sum- 


f 
{ 
\ 


/& nomical yacation—meaning by the last 


| of West Newton was admitted to member- 
| ship. Reports for the quarter were. re- 


' Newton Baptist Sunday-school, opened the 


— a5 Peps Se - - — 
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fire 








Discussion ‘of the Vacation pisetibn’ 
The Newton Sutday-school Union held 


evening at the Methodist chureh, Upper 
Falls. A fair number. were present, and 
the pulpit was tastefully decorated with 


chair, Vice-President Sylvester read from 
the Scriptures, and L. E. Leland offered 
"prayer. The Myrtle Baptist Sunday-school 


eeived from 10 Sunday-schools. 
Stephen Moore, superintendent of “the 


discussion of the question, ‘fs if expedient 


mer months?” which he answered emphati- 
cally no. He would have veither a real nor 


“expression, the giving up of the regular ser- 
‘vices, but an informal meeting of those 
who eare tocome. Three principal reasons 
are given for closing the schools. First, the 
fasten ten cleres and teachers need rest. 
re they ean rest and let others take their 


BB Bee ee Ek ee = 


Pp 


laces fora time. Secondly, it is claimed 
ipa the scholars come back after a vaca- 
ion with. fresh zeal and renewed vigor. 
‘That i is no doubt true of the day school; it 
pis true of the man of business. But in the 
‘Sunday-s school’ it takes the ayerage’ 
school” about a month to get where he was 
: ytentiend oi Phivdly)” whey sty” 
there are so many away that the school 
‘must drag if it keeps atall. But the num- 
ber actually away is smaller than is usually 
limagined. I don’t believe there is a sound 
‘argument for closing the schools, while 
‘there are plenty of reasons for keeping» 
‘them open. Satan never takes a vacation. 
‘If the powers of evil did take a vacation of 
‘two months, how the Christian people 
would arouse themselves to do great things 
_for God! The effect of those two months 
| would be felt through eternity. A pastor 
‘in New York to whom a vacation for his 
church was suggested, replied, ‘‘Never will 
[consent to a vacation till I find that peo- 
ple are iess kets to sin in summer. than at 
other times.’”’ If all schools are kept open, 
‘those who go away and strangers who come 
to our city will always fiud a school to at- 
tend. A good man from the country, com- 
‘ing to Beston and finding the churches 
closed, thought the Bible ought to be 
amended to read, ‘‘Be not weary in well- 
doing—except in July and August’—"T 
was glad when they said unto me—except 
in July and August—Let us go into the 
‘house of the Lord.” It seems to me there 
is but one side to the question. 
- George S. Trowbridge said the Eliot 
school had never had a vacation in 38 
years, and he believed vacations lowered 
the standard of Sunday-school work. He 
thought some special excercises could be 
arranged for the summer, in which all 
could take part, without requiring “the 


children to learn | lessous.. & a 
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\ Luther C. Leland felt that | Christian 

parents delegated the religious teaching of - 
their children too much to the Sunday- 
ischools. Perhaps if we had four weeks’ 

| vacation and the parents distinctly under- 
stood that the children were placed back | 
‘in their hands for religious training, the 
‘effect might be good on both parents and 
children. He would not have any cessation 
of religious instruction, however. 


C. H. Washburn, superintendent of the 


vacation, and related his experience with 
the boys at the Home in enforcing Sabbath 
observance. peaking of the newsboys’ 
lodging houses in New York he said that 
the manager of one stated that the greatest 
benefit to the boys there wasin the hour | 





they gathered on the Sabbath. 


Mr. Moore said he would agree with Mr. 
Trowbridgeas to having a change of exer- 


| cises, but he would have it announced that 


the exercises were to be of special interest | 
and urge every one tocome. The’ interest 
must be maintained to keep those who are 
hanging near the edge. 

In closing the meeting, Mr. Barbour 


urged the importance of) revivipg interest | 


| 





‘in the Union, and of getting it out of rats 


if it had got into them. 


The next meeting will be at Nonantum, 
in October. 
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Pine Farm sehool, did not believe in a } 


7 
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| the reading and study of God’s word, from 
watchfulness for souls or from helping the |, 
young in the development of Christian char- | 
acter, yet these are all a part of our Sunday 





The Newton Sunday School Union. 





THE SUBJECT OF VACATION DISCUSSED. 


The quarterly meeting of the Union was 
held last Sunday evening at 6.30 in the 
Methodist Church, Upper Falls, and there 
was a good attendance. President A. L. 
Barbour occupied the chair. Prayer was 
offered by L. E. Leland. A letter was re- 
ceived from the Myrtle Baptist Church, 
West Newton, asking to be admitted to the 
Union, and on motion it was admitted, 

President Barbour made a few remarks 
about the work of the Union in the past, 


and referred to the great interest the late | 


M. 8. Rice had for the Union? 
VACATIONS. 
Mr. Stephen Moore, Superintendent of the 


Newton Baptist school, then made an inter- |. 


esting address. on vacations, of which the 
following is an abstract: 


There are two kinds of vacations, real and 


nominal. By nominal is meant that in 
which the regular sessions of the school aré 
discontinued and no records kept, but those 
who love Sunday school work meet in an 
informal way to study the lesson. 

Real vacations are detrimental to the 
highest interests of the school; nominal 
ones the same, except in degree; because 
they give an opportunity, almost an invita- 


tion, to all who are not bound by strong | 


ties of love for the work to be absent. 

No argument is needed to prove that a 
work of such acknowledged good as the 
Sunday School should not be abated with- 
out potent reasons. If the Sunday School is 
good for ten months of the year it is better 
for twelve. 

Three reasons are frequently urged in! 
favor of vacations. First, needed rest for) 
Sunday School workers. Grant that rest is | 
needed for the individual, it does not follow 
that the school sessions should be intermit-_ 
ted. When a President dies the machinery 
of government does not stop. Let the Super- 


intendent, let the teachers each take his | 
needed rest, but let the school go on. Each || 
| should furnish a substitute and the’ change 


may be a blessing to all. We do not, it is 
hoped, seek a vacation from prayer, from 


School work and are no where carried on 


more effectually than in connection with the 


Sunday School. 


The second reason urged for vacations is | 
the assertion that schools return to the work | 


with fresh, zeal after the rest of the summer 
months. While this is doubtless true of the 
secular school and of the business of. this 
world, it is more than doubtful if it obtains 
in spiritual matters, for there gravitation is | 


| a law as universal as in the natural world, 
| 


and without the magnetism of constant com-. 
munion and the uplifting power of inter- 
course with Christian hearts there is danger | 
that the scholar, and too often the teacher, 
will come back weakened in_ spiritual | 
strength and earnestness. Too often it re- 
quires several sessions after vacation to get 
the school into as good a state as when it 
closed. | 





A third apology for vacation is—“So many 
are away that the school drags and had 
better be intermitted altogether.” This rea-_ 
son is exaggerated. The, records of this 
Union show that the average attendance 
during the third quarter of last year was 

_more than three-fourths of that of the same 
schools during the second quarter. 

Surely the stay-at-homes need our care 

quite as much as those who go away and 
there are many strangers in Newton in the 
summer who are not here at other seasons. 
‘If all the schools in our land were open the 
year round and all our members should at- 
tend wherever they might be, there would 
only be an exchange of membership, but. 
| with no diminution in the aggregate; a con-— 
| Summation devoutly to be wished. — 
ravi believed thatthere are no valid rea- 
sons for discontinuing our Sunday school | 
work in the summer, but abundant reasons 
* for continuing it in full vigor. Satan takes 
‘no vacation, but makes the most of any 
abatement of Christian work. Supposé: the. 
powers of evil were to take a two months’ | 
jvacation and withdraw the - temptations | 
spread before our youth on every hand—the > 


‘wine cup,the evil companions, the miserable | 


literature everywhere prevalent as the ffogs 
of Egypt, the temptations without and with- 
in, would not every Christian rally to the 


work, feeling that there was his opportu- | 


nity, and would not important ground be 
gained that would never be lost? But re- 


verse the case and what happens? Let us | 
‘abate our work just at the time when the | 
‘vices of city and country combine to tempt | 
the unwary youth, and does not Satan get a | 


foothold in many a heart that he will not 
vacate? 

; Can we afford to throw away the precious 
hour we have once a week with the two 
thousand scholars in our schools even in the | 
Summer months? Some of these have been 
saved because of earnest, prayerful work; 
some will be lostin spite of our best en- 
-deavors; between these extremes lies a mul- 
titude moved like the sea by the slightest 
breath of influence for good or evil. The 
powers of evil never sleep.. While men 
sleep the enemy sows tares. Shall. we who 


have been bought at such a price, who are. 


warned to “redeem the time because the 
days are evil,” take our ease in spiritual 


‘sleep only to awake, like Sampson, shorn of 


jour strength? 
“Go labor on, spend and be spent, 
Thy joy to do thy Saviour’s will; 
It is the way the Master went, 
Should not the servant tread it still?” 


OTHER REMARKS, 


Geo. S. Trowbridge said the Eliot school 


‘had never had a vacation so we do not know 
anything about dropping the standard. 


The early workers in the Sunday School | 


p never thought of a vacation. 
Mr. L. E. Leland of the West Newton 
' Baptist school thought parents depend too 
much on the Sunday School for the religious 
training of their children. A certain edu- 
cator has said, ‘‘How is it that children 
‘learn so much and know so little.” I have 
‘thought that perhaps if there was a month’s 
vacation and the children were at home, 


‘would not the parents feel the responsibility } 
of their children and look after their relig- [ 
ious training at home? Isit not too much | 


neglected? 


Mr. C. H. Washburn, of ‘the Pine Faro 


-Home, followed with a few remarks. 


It was announced that the next meeting { 


would be at Nonantum. 


j 
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; _ Resolved. Thatin the death of B Brother i 
( ey oseph A, Newell of the 2nd Congregational | 
| Church West Newton, this Union | loses one 


y of its oldest and most useful members. — 
Resolved. That 
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school Union was held Sunday night at. 
‘Eliot church, this being the first time in’ 


Newton—BEliot...........-a-+-+: 493 298 $114 59 || 
Baptist........sseeees 280 188 79 28 || 
Channing.....----+.. 200 131 70 00 | 

| Methodist............ 114 62 15 30 |) 

Nonantum—No. Evangelical... 195 143 21 38 || 

Newtonville—Congregatioual,, 261 174 47 dt |) 

Universalist..... 114 104 88 56 

Methodist....... 125 76 27 00 

West Newtor—Bapcist......-- 200 131 147 53 

Congregational 307 128 32 62 

: Myrtle:........ 50 40) 2 25 

Auburndale—Congregational.. 228 157 *305 47 

Upper Falis—Methodist....... 135 86 22 11 

Baptist ......-66 78 45 19 62 

| Newton H’l’ds—Congregat’nal. 184 121 22 64 

Newton Center—Unitarian... 43 © 37 12 40 
Total 16 schools........sssee++5 2944 2005 





rir 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


Forty-Sixth Annual Meeting—Address by | 
Dr. Duryea. 


The 46th annual meeting of the Sunday | 


two years that the Union had met in New- 
ton. There was a much larger attendance 
than ordinarily. President A. L. Barbour 
occupied the chair. An opening authem 
was sung by the Eliot choir. Vice Presi- 
dent A. T. Sylvester read from the Scrip- 
tures and Rev. Mr. White of Newtonville | 
offered prayer. Quarterly reports from 16 | 
schools were read, as follows ;— 


Mem- Av. At- Contri- 
bers. t’nd’nce. but’ns. 





*For the year. 

The secretary, George ©. Dunne, read his 
annual report, reviewing the meetings of 
the past year, and stating that the con- 
tributions for the year had been $2157.18, | 
teachers’ meetings 178; conversions or | 
admissions to churches from schools, 127. | 
Twelve schools have reported every quarter. 
The expenses of the year were $28.60; 
balance now on hand, $33.06. The follow- 
ing officers were ejected: President, A. T. 
Sylvester of Newtonville; vice president, 
E. W. Gay, Newton; secretary and treasur- 
er, George C. Dunne, Newton; directors, 
A. L. Barbour, West Newton, and A. M. 
Davis, Newton Center. President Barbour 
said he had done what he could to revive 
interest in the Union during the year and 
hoped his successor would have still more ; 
success. 

Rev. Joseph T. Duryea of Boston made 
the address of the evening on. ‘‘The 
teacher’s work in the Sunday school.” If, 
we are earnest and thorough in our work 
as teachers, he said, we have definite 
objects in view and bend our efforts to 
their accomplishment. Quickening the 
minds of the pupils and helping them to | 
knowledge, are the aims of ordinary 
teachers; but we are striving for ends | 
more vital. We wish to see our pupils 
giving themselves to God as their Father; | 
the disciples and followers of Jesus, going 
about doing good, growing in strength and 
beauty of character. If they are to be led 
to the Father, they must have the gift, and 
in them the work, of the Holy Spirit. 
There must be the personal influence ot 
the teacher, mixed with the power of the 
Spirit. The truth you teach must first 
flash as living light from your person and 
burn and glow with living fire, before it 
will kindle the mind and heart of your 
pupil with divine love for man. Let the 
life of Christ run in the teacher’s blood and 














every touch of the teacher’s life upon the 


pupil’s life will impart the Holy Spirit. _ 


In closing, Dr, Duryea told a story of a 
woman’s influence over a wild class of boys 
_ina mission Sunday school. We started 
the school, he said, in the basement of an 
old rookery,—one policeman inside to keep 
order, and two outside to keep the crowd 
from rolling paving stones in upon as. It 

_ was a wild and dirty crowd that came at 
first; but some progress was made among 
them by the personal influence of the 
| teachers, and they gradually sobered down, 
| But there was one class of boys that no 
man could tame. Ina few weeks they 
wore out three teachers, and finally the 
superintendent decided that they must go. | 

_ A delicate woman offered to take the class | 
rather than have them leave. After the | 
opening exercises she opened a book, but 
before she could say a word one of the 


_ boys offered her “a chaw of tobacco,” the | 
next boy brought out a pack of cards and. 

the third one a variety theater bill. Thus | 
they “‘disciplined’’ her through the hour, | 








but she held herself firmly, did not show 
the least temper and did not let them tease 
her. The second Sunday was like the first, | 
but after that she began to gain. She went 
juto their homes, met them one by one, | 


talked about their work, and little by little | 
began to show that she had taken the class 
for love of the boys. She went on entwin- | 
ing herself about them, and though I never | 
saw a more hardened set, they were 

gradually softened. | They paid more at- | - 
tention to their clothes; a sort of refine-_ 

ment began to creep over their faces; until 

at last there was not a more quiet and | 
thoughtful class in the school. And I 
sha'l never forget how, when I had stood 
‘bs her through a surgical operation, those | 









boys were standing around the house and 


grasped my hand and asked if she had lived 
through it, Day after day, until she was 
able to come back, one or the other was at 
her door to bear the tidings to the rest. | 
| Now in that city as the outgrowth of that | 





school you will see a church that cost | 
| $40,000, a congregation as orderly as any in | 
the city, and you will see one or the other | 
of those boys in the chair at the prayer | 
meetings. It was the heart of Christ in | 
the heart of the woman—Christ born anew, 


incarnate, living, revealed in the world | 
once more throug her. 
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ee Sunday School Union. — 


The 185th quarterly meeting of the New- 
ton Union was held Sunday evening, in the 
Methodist Chureh, Newtonville. There 
was a large audience present and the exer. 
-cises were conducted by the president A. 
Sylvester. The meeting opened with the 
Singing of the chant “I waited for the Lord” 
by the choir, which was followed by read- 
ing of the scriptures by Rev. H. G. Spauld- 
j ing, prayer by Rev. R. F. Holway, reading 
| of the records of the last meeting by the 
secretary Mr. George C. Dunne. The fol- 
lowing quarterly reports from the Sunday 
Schools were read and accepted. Eliot 
| Cnureh, whole number connected with the 
School, 433; average attendance, 305; contri- 
| butions, $128.99; teachers meetings, 1; con- 
versions, 1. Newton Baptist, whole num- 
ber conuected with the school, 280; average 
attendance, 211; contributions, $39.04; 
| teachers meetings, 13; conversions, 2. 
| Second Congregational, West Newton, 
| whole number connected with the school, 
| 260; average attendance, 219; contributions, 
| $48.49; teachers meetings, 4; conversions, 1. _ 
| Central Congregational, Newtonville, whole’ 
| number connected with the school, 2585p: 
| average attendance, 174; contributions... 
| $45.73; united with the chureh from the 
| Sunday school, 1. Auburndale Congrega-, 
) tional, whole number connected with the | 
FSchool, 233; average attendance, 159; _ 
| contributions taken in class boxes and 
reported at the end of the year; teachers” 
‘meetings, weekly. North Evangelical, 
Nonantum, whole number connected with 
the school, 204; average attendance, 153; 
contributions, $25; teachers meetings, 1; 
conversions, 3. Channing, whole number 
connected with school, 180; average attend-~ 
| ance, 147; contributions, $34.16. Methodist, 
| Newtonville, whole number connected with 
school, 135; average attendance, 91; con- 
| tributions, $24.65; teachers meetings, 2; con-. 
j-versions, 4. Newton Universalist, whole 
| number connected with school, 130; average 
| attendance, 95; contributions, $22.22. New- 
} ton Methodist, whole number connected : 
| with school, 128; average attendance, 79; 
| contributions, $28.32. First Methodist, 
| Upper Falls, whole number connected with 
school, 115; average attendance, 89; con- 
tributions, $893. Baptist Church, Upper 
| Falls, whole number connected with school, 
75; average attendance, 47; contributions, 
$7.83. West Newton Myrtle street Baptist, 
whole number connected with the school, 65; 
average atteudance, 50; contributions, $3; 
conversions, 4. ¥. 

Rey. H. C. Spaulding then spoke on the— 
‘International Sunday-school Lessons: for . 
April 16th and 26th as follows: Several | 
weeks ago, he thought that he might in; 
some measure impart to others some knowl- 
edge of what he had seen in Italy and Rome. 
Had he been present at all the schools at 
their session on that day, he wouid have 
tried to introduce all the side lights upon 
the subject that he could. First, he wou 
have spoken about the ship, a great lumber- 
ing merchantman, so awkwardly furnished | 
With sails and the steering done by two oars” 
over the quarters Of the ship. The Pa, an 
figure head and captain and crew and the: 
‘scenery along the coast. At the bay of. 
[Maries he would have seen the light-house 
‘that stands at the entrance of the harbor, 
and comets along would have seen the 
‘shores of Surrentum; then the reservoirs 
aud finally he arrived at Puteoli, which w "| 


then the tradiug port of Italy and no doubt i 
‘the resort of numerous foreigners. 













































| him nothing to have spoken against it there; 
| time would arise and destroy it. 


| along the Appian Way, past the ruined 
| acqueducts, the Appii Forum, the Three | 


| gion. Then to the Roman Forum, the place | 


| meeting between Paul and the Emperor. | 


| which was built and perhaps used while 


| called,) we follow him over the Ostian way 


| desolate outlets into the country around: 


| daily slaughtered. In connection with this, 


} introduce the Christian religion here. It | 














, : Ay ae 5 ban One of | 
the Roman Emperors, to protect this harbor, 
had twenty-five arches erected near it, and | 
at this place there were large iron and pot- | 
tery manufactories.¥ Here the centtriow | 
allowed Paul a week’s delay, which enabled 
him to confer with the bretbren and heres 
he found a little church established. In this 
old Roman town was a market place, and in 
an open court, (which was described by the 
speaker) was the place where animals were. 


was a kind of Roman ceremony and wor- 
Ship and on this account it was difficult to 


was at this place that the questions of eating | 
meats came before Paul for his decision. He 
took a broad ground and told the people to 


| come to the Shambles and buy and ask no i 


questions for conscience sake. These mat- | 
ters did not touch the pith and core of the 
gospel, and it was a matter of indifference | 
about eating meats.. I would have liked to 
haved talked to the children to-day about 
the upper part of that old town, the amphi- 
theatre and other points of interest and 
questioned what Paul would have said about 
the brutality here. It would have availed 


he could only try to Spread abroad that. 
brotherly love that Christ had and that in 


In your studies next week you will follow 
Paul from Puteoli to Rome. We shall pass 


Taverns, the Catacombs, etc., which today | 
present a desolate appearance. We pass the | 
ruined palaces, and winding our way over | 
the seven hills of Rome, reach the arches of 
Constantine and Titus so important and 
intimately connected with the Christian reli- 


where he was brought and delivered up. | 
His first lodging was probably in this palace, - 
which has about as many rooms as the. 
Vatican. 

' The speaker then described the intimate 
relation that the form of the church as today 
bears to the Judges hall. Today there> 
remains there but an aisle, part of the altar 
and some ornamental marble work, and 
standing there one cannot but imagine the 


Here the speaker spoke of the first church of | 
Rome and the little chapel of Clement, 


Paul was there. Paul’s intimate relations 
for two years and the figurative character- 
istics he drew from them, must have been. 
the sources from which he drew such ex- | 
pressions as “the good fight of faith,’’ ‘the 
breast plate of righteousness, etc.” In the 
end of the second captivity of Paul, when 
he was led out to his place of execution 
Aquae Salviae (or Trefontane as it is now 


and through the Ostia gate. 
The road, which is now one of the most 


Rome, was then hedged in on both sides by | 
the tombs and monuments of the dead, and » 


| was neither an avenue of suburban dwell- 


ings nor a thoroughfare of popular resort. 


| Almost the last place to visit in Rome is the 


tomb of St. Paul. To-day Rome bears upon 


| her breast the brightest jewel there, and it is 
| this temple. It is inferior only to the cathe- 


dral of St. Peter, the most sumptuous of all: 
Christian temples. While the Bousthe ot 
some of the monachs then in power, while 
Paul was a prisoner, are in ruins, and plant- 
ed in low pestilential spots, passed only by a 
few fever stricken monks, or hasty travellers, 
the temple of St. Paul is crowded day after 
day by residents and strangers and has be- 


| come the centre of devotion of the most 


numerous denomination of Christian believ- 
ers. Can we not draw some lesson from the 
contrast? ‘The lesson the speaker would 


have the large audience take home, was that 


they should seam to follow on, and be able 
“th with Paul when the conflict was over, | 


“JT have fought the good fight, I have finished | 
the course, t 


have kept the faith.” Mr, Syl. 
vester then extended a vote of thanks to Mr, 
Spaulding for his entertaining address, 


‘| After singing “Lord Dismiss us with Thy 


Blessing,” the benediction was pronounced 


| by Rev. Mr. White, sas Sl ing 
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Newton Sunday School Union." 


The forty-seveuth annual meeting of the 
union was held Sunday evening at7 o’clock 
in the Congregational Chureh, Auburndale. 
Nearly every seat in the church was occu- 
pied. President A. T. Sylvester occupied 
the chair. Prayer was offered by Rev. Cal- 
vin Cutler. The Secrétary and Treasurer 
Mr. Geo. C. Dunne, presented his fifth an- 
nual report which showed the total member- 
ship for the last quarter from 16 schools 
2,930. Average attendance for the same 
quarter, 2,120. Contributions reported ‘dur-- 
ing the year, $1,981.19. Teachers meetings 
reported, 96. Conversions reported, 53. 
Treasurer’s report showed balance on hand 
last annual meeting, $33.06; collections at 


the quarters meetings $25.72; interest New- - 


ton Savings Bank, $3.42—total $62.20, Ex- 
pense during the year $11.20. Balance on 
hand $50.90. The Secretary after five years 


of service, requested the union to elect his 
successor. The superintendents retired and } 
reported the following list of officers for the | 
ensuing year: President, E. W. Gay of New- | 


ton; Vice President, Wm. H. .Blood, Au- 
burndale; Sec’y and Treas., Alfred L. Bar- 
pour, West Newton; Directors, Alex. M- 
Davis, Newtou Centre, 
| Newtonville. A vote of thanks was passed 
_ to Geo. C. Dunne for his faithful service as 


“TRE Speaker of the evening was Rev. A. 





school is to so teach the Bible as to direct 





A. G. Sherman, 








secretary for the-past five years. 






















E. Winship of Somerville, formerly a gram- 
mar school teacher in Newton, who treated. 
his subject in an original way, holding the 
close attention of the large audience, some 
of whom must have been filled with new 
ideas to help them in Sunday school work. 
“How to teach the Bible to form character” 
was the stbject of the address which 
treated of the work the Sunday school | 
snould do for those children who have. no }: 
religious instruction at home, and who leave 
the school and go out into the world -uncon- 
verted. With such it is not the mission of 
the school to teach the Bible as an end but 4 
as the means to an end, namely the forma-? 
tion of character. The dual aim of the 


anil stimulate choices, form’ and intensify 
belief. He treated of the former. Choice is 4 
the selection of one of two courses ,.of 
thought and activity. There are many _in- |) 
fluences, complicated ofttimes, that go to de- 
termine the choice, which is not left to. the 
willas was formerly supposed. The Bible 
texts well chosen afford the best directive 
force in making these choices. They should 
be wisely seleeted and thoroughly mem- | 
orized under 10 or 12 years of age. He made 
a special study of the impulses which de-. 
termine choices. - IIe showed that the end | 
sought is self-control, and that obedience is 
but a,means to that end. He took as one 
special illustration the teacher in her at- 
tempt to secure the attention of her. class. 
At first it must be won, not commanded; 
then they should be taught to control it for 
themselves, and finally give it without effort 
of the will. He gave an example'‘of the way 
he had known one teacher to use the Bible 
in forming character, in giving pupils self- 
control.’ His description of the distinction 
between. mental growth and development 
was a sharp outlining of principles that 
should be observed in Sunday school man-+4 
agement as well as teaching. He used sey- 
eral illustrations that itis impossible to re- 
port but which served to enliven the ad- 
dress. . One on Echo Bridge at the Upper 
Falls was evidently appreciated by the audi- | 
ence. He had stood in the arch that spans 
the Charles, and when conditions of voice 
and air favored had counted an echo some 
twelve times. At first the echo had all the’ 
peculiarities of his own voice but as it went. 
up they disappeared until only the vocal | 
tone in all its purity trembled as it reached 
the key stone of the arch. This he used as 
illustrating the way in which properly used, 
our influence in various ways echoed less and 
Jess of self and more and more of the spirit 
of Him whose truth we teach. 
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GILMAN BROTHERS, 
WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS, 
307 WASHINGTON STREET. 
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| NEWTON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 





hood 
| The annual meeting of the Newton Sunday | 
| School Union was held at the Second Congre- | 
-gational Church, West Newton, Sunday even- 
ing last. The services commenced at T o’clock, | 
and a very large number of people from the 
yarious religious bodies were in attendance. 
After the organ voluntary, the choir gave a fine, 
rendition, the solo part being well sustained by 
Miss Susie M. Riley. Rev. H. J. Patrick, pas- 
tor of the church, invoked the divine blessing, | 


and the vice-president of the society read from } 
the Scripture, taking his selections from the | 
38th chapter of Job. Congregational singing, |” 


“Ye Servants of God, your Master Proclaim,” 

was followed by the reading of the records. 
The reports of the several churches were omit- | 
ted, and the treasurer’s statement showed a 
considerable cash balance on hand. P| 
After congregational singing, the superin-| 
tendents of the Sunday schools retired to the 
west parlor to nominate officers for the ensuing 
year. During their absence, the choir sang | 
_§ Softly Fades the Evening Twilight.” Agree- 
ably to the report of the nominating commit- 
tee, the following officers were elected for the! 
ensuing year: President, Gorham D. Gilman; 
Vice-president, Henry A. Inman; Seeretary | 
and Treasurer, W. H. Partridge; Director, Dz) 
F. Barber. The officers were empowered to 





‘nerease the number of directors if deemed ad- 
visable. . 
The address upon this occasion was delivered 
by Prof. Townsend, and was a definite and 
thorongh treatise of “The Mosaic Account of 
the Creation.” evincing originality of thought 


and a forcible and scholarly presentation of | 4 


( the subject. We are enabled to present the 
following abstract of his remarks to our read- 
| ers: " 

PROF. TOWNSEND'S ADDRESS. 

In considering this 
the Bible teaches us. 
created the heayen and the earth. And the 
earth was without form and void ; and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep; and the 
spirit of God moved upon the face of the 

‘| waters. And God said, let 





question let us see what | 
“In the beginning God 





ghts | 


there be light; 





| time or does it mean a day and night of | 





a 
FB 


and there was light. And God _ saw the light 
that it was good: and God divided the light 
from the darkness. And God ealled the light 
day and the darkness He called night: and 
the evening and the morning were the first 
day.” 

Does the Bible account involve a period of 


twelve hours each? Let us: look the matter 
squarely in the face. The question is asked, 
how long did it take to make the earth, the 
planets and man? According to the Hebrew, | 
the word yome.or day sometimes denoted a 
period of time, but this is never the case in 
sacred writing. The literal sense’is invariably 
assumed in reference to the word day. But it 
is said, if we accept this sense, we shall con- 
flict with science. We cannot believe there is 
any conflict with science. | Science proves that 
the earth was thousands of millions of years 
in building; nevertheless, we repeat that we 
cannot believe that there is any conflict with 
science there. A 

Science proves that there were six clearly \ 
defined geological epochs. The first period |) 
represents the universe as dark and empty, | 
somehow fetted with star fire and changed to 
light. The first day or epoch extended over | 
an immense period, and is termed the time of 
development. 

_ The second epoch was one of vapors and 
rings of smoke, which eventually broke into 
masses of fire—our own earth was once a flam- | 
ingsun. This is succeeded by the third ep- 
och, a period of light, flaming rings and globes 
of fire—a wonderful period, extending through 
500,000,000 years. Then came night, or a 
lost interval, followed by another cosmetical | 
day. This was a period of eruption and flam- 
ing volcanoes. Mountain ranges appeared, 
granite and sandstone were formed and moist- 
ure was su3pended in the atmosphere, and, ac- 
cording to geologists, covered a period of 100,- | 
000,000 years. Another night was followed 
by day—the age of fishes oceurred. Vast de- 
posits of coal were formed. The fifth period 
was one of high temperature. Reptiles were } 
the distinguishing feature. They are repre- | 
sented as of immense size, ranging from 20 to 
60 feet in length. Then came the fowl, the 














‘sea monster and every living ereature which 


| the period of convulsion and wreck, resulting 


| ot the huge mammals and monster carnivera. 


the waters brought forth after their kind. 
Great frogs that would stretch from Newton 
to Watertown. Just think of it! Then came 


in the utter devastation of animals. The sixth 
period was then ushered in. This was the age 


Others of both classes took their places and 





' great elephants and tigers abounded. The air | 
was filled with growls and roars, and ‘this | 
epoch, after lasting millions of years, was 
frozen to death. Animals of all sizes and | 
kinds huddled together, in common” danger, | 
found their way to caves and perished there. | 
Then the temperature softened and the seas | 
were filled with icebergs. The ‘earth at the 
conclusion of this period is represented as a 
vast graveyard. Death was everywhere, and 
the sun, moon and stars were invisible—the 
earth had become a roaring flood. After this | 
something merciful occurred: the sun, moon | 


and.stars shone, and then, according to geology |) 
and science, man appeared to rule the earth, | 


_ Mark the wonder of these periods and note | 
the degree ae a 
classification. Prof. Dana says the epochs 
were divided into the azoic, mollusk, fishes, | 
coal, reptiles and mammon. Prof. Finn’s 
classification is the creation of light, creation 
jot the firmament, elevation of the land, 
sun and moon, creation of reptiles, fishes and. 
birds, and last, mammals and man. 
_ The mosaic account, however, has nothing 





of the scientists as to the | 





\ whatever to do with these periods. Moses | 
| does not treat of these geological epochs, but 


of something later. The geologic and mosaic | 


accounts should be kept entirely distinct from 
each other. 
ofa period of a million years ago. It says, 
“in the beginning God created the heaven and 


| the earth.” It is neither chance nor revolu- 


tion, but the Eternal that brought us into be- | 


ing, and until science proves that which it has 
| never yet proyed—that something can be 
made out of nothing—this fact is indisputable. 
After the geological epochs were completed, 
then began the days of the mosaic period. 
Both science and the Bible affirm that after 
‘the creation of the earth, after change and 
\vicissitude, ever vt became a barren waste. 
Moses describes it as a roaring flood, but what 








The Written Word does not treat | 








ee ee 





power could have lifted the vapors from the 


earth so that te day became distinguishable | 
from the night? It was the power of the | 
Eternal who said: “Let there be light; and |’ 
there was light. And God saw the light that | 
it was good: and God divided the light from | 


the darkness. And God called the light day, 
and the darkness he called night: and the 
eyening and the morning were the first day.” 














Eternal ina day of twelve hours’ duration. 
God could make a forest in one minute; He 
could make a forest as easily as he could an 

Man was made from the dust of the soil, 
and God breathed life “into his nostrils. AJL 
| this history proves the glory and majesty of 


| “Man is the wonder and the glory of the uni- 
| verse.” God said man shall have dominion 
| over the earth, and this remains unalterable— 
| man is still the monarch of every inch of earth 
lives upon. In the creation of woman God 
| cansed a deep sleep to rest upon Adam, and, 
taking forth a rib from his side, He created 
the woman to be the companion of man. She 
could not have made herself; man could not 
have mades her—of course he couldn't. 
Somebody must have made her, for she is 
here. The Eternal answers this question. 
Out of the bone and blood of Adam God 
builded the woman. He could have made her 
| in another way, but in no other manner could 
| have so well established the union between 
husband and wife. Man was a direct creation 
| and there is nothing that will ever prove any 
| connection as between man and brute. We 
challenge any scientific man to prove that the 


| origin and development of all things.” 
4 = 


= 








This could have been accomplished by the | 


the Creator. Darwin is right when he says, | 





Bible is not the best solution offered for the | 
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“oft whom at wast seventeen wore wonens Wi21dan “nekoon wae cleeted orosident, 
i %  eileyc. Waton, vico-prosiderit,y Sanford Leadh, seoretiry, and 2 Bigah i, ood: 
Hay " treasurer). who together with one director from each school and the ind eters 
churches composed a Board of Manacers, 
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o Phe Eliot: Sabbath: : School wad’ afimitted -s the seventh member dn 1645 and 


7h he _ 


the edirinsny theré wero ‘six gchools: in iis menbersh Ipgahich rose to tuenty three’ -"" « 
schools at the titi, ‘Phe Lirst Sabbath’ Scheol ia Newton tris the on€ férmed aq ooo" 
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Methods of dnuchice and of conducting the school wore matters of Trequent 
concern. Such questions as these wore taken upre the use of the Gatechian, the 
use of taps, blackboards and "other sensible objects’, the importance of directness 
in instruction, + whether teachers should mtdcipate objections from their pup Akay 
wat ‘tuprovements ean be made in ingtruction, The subject 7 The comparative merits 
of the old system of expecting scholars to commit to merory laree portions of serip~ 
tare, 8 hymms, and recite them word for word;- and the m odem systena of conn tting 


the sends of Lhe sacred writers", . Ceused 2 “— debate 
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ig of one school that in one year a boy had comaltted to memory 3010 verses 





ih - yhole achool had comnaltted (AB ye39 verdes and. 36 a4 hyema, The question WAS Cote 
cies important enough to be referred to the several schools for consideration but 
ne antion is made of any decisions taken, Anchor subject uns stimileting enough 
to : _ debated for four moetings, "Would not an occasional change in the connection 
of, 2acher & Seholars prove more interesting & profitable to both than a permanent 
on?, and Lt wuld be interesting to know whet opinions were expressed, 





Tere were tines when the subjects reflected discourazement,-"Why do wa see so little 
% the fruits of our labors in the Sabbath School?" and on other occasions they dis- 
| cussed how to ineresse attendance and interest in tho Sacbath Ocheol, 

They were concerned alsa by the relation of the Church to the Schools, and 
geemed that the importance of the Sabbath Schools entitle them to more aynpathy and 
effort on the part of the Church, They thought church meubers and parents had a duty 
in promoting the propserity of the Sabbath School, 

The conversion of their scholars was the subject dearest to the members of the 
en They considered the Sabbath School as an inoortant agent in the world's con- 
version, they sought the best means of securing a revival of religion, they pondered 
the duty of teachers to make direct and inmediate efforts for the conversion of their 
seholars, At the meetings the superintendent of each school reported the mmber of 
conversions and there was recjoicing when evidence was civen of a revivel of religious 





5 

interest. Revox rbing one meeting the secretary urote:~ “While nany have been turned 
from darimess to light, and are now rejoicing in the hope that their peace is made 
with God, at is still manifest that hie spirit is Surlving with others, who are in- 
quiring the way to be gaveds" and at another time The reports made of the various 


Sy Se at thls time wore encouraging, Though bub few conversions have taken place, 





yet Kan the 8,5. were reported to be in a prosperous Remap énd all the Superin« 
tendents exoressed the same degire, thet the Influences of the Roly Spirit might de. 
scond and bless their efforts in the Conversion of those under their charge," 

i The cause of missions was whole-heartedly promoted by the members of the Union, 
| They Gsoussed how the children might be interested in giving to betievolences and how 
_» the Sabbath Schools could best coopergte with the Church in the mise donary effort, 
in sig they took amore direct interest ond voted to Support a colporteur and to 
raise | e150 for the purpose, the amount to be cor nbributed propertionally by the sehools, 
fn association with the American Tract aocLety they helped to send colporteurs to veat 


inion and to several states of the then weet during a peried ef a few years, Neer 





the close of the Civil war money was reised to send 190 bibles bo @ colored mission 
school in Virginia, In 1072 the Union responded to a plea on behalf of a childrents 
itigssion in Kome by raising 6600 for a tent to be used for its religious services, 

| Though religious instruction was the purpese of the Sabbath Schools the Unden did 
not forget that ee children liked to have a good time, On in first amiversary duly 
ky 1839 it beld a bie eolebration in a grove at Upper Palle, The morning exercises 
provided food for the mind, four addresses, one introductory, one to the sotabeires one 
to Uke teachers, and one to the parents, Ab noon a colletion Was served and in apite 
of a brief shower witch coused “very trifling incotrrentencet everyone egreed 1t was a 
bighly gratifying occasion, A year later a seoond amiversary celebration wes held 
dn a grove at Newton Centre, Only tao addresses vere given, The procession to the 
collation was composed of 800 or 900 mouberg of the Sabbath Schools in Newton and 

500 or 600 from the neighboring towns and it was estimated that two to three thousand 
Bople were in the assembly, "There was a very veneral. expression of satisfaction end 





6 
and delight on the part of guests from out of town as well as from those who were 
; i fore immediately interested im the celebration," two or three other celebrations 





id but they aad hot moasure up to the guceess of the second one and the custom 
was arerpedy 
) : The tmenty-£4 0th emiversary was marked in October 1963 by a special obser. 

vance in Eliot Church, Marshall S, lice, of the Upper Falls Sethodist Church, ons 
oa founders end most setive supporters, gave the bisterical address telling shout 


tineb. origin and progress of the Union, A choir of seventy-five children fron the aifin 





erent schools sang several anthems, end the audience sang an original hymn written for 
| the occasion by fev + Semel F, Gxith, It was reported thas over 1500 persons attended 
_ but how they got inte Uliet Church wideh seuted 1000 dg not stabed, 


; a * ‘In 1870 9 new surge of interest arose in the Union to make it more active and 
“a to the community, an institute was held early in the winter, conducted by eno 





outside winister who gave talks md led discussions on Sunday Gehool problems, 4 Large 
srunber attended and “it was a complete success,” That success ded to a second dhstitute 
late in the fall lusting for to days which was “interesting md instructive," 

| The practice of having a aubject for each meeting was revived, which wes intre-~ 
sia by a ten thinute waley by some member, followed by discussion, These essays’ and 
deen. sions were the main feature of the Union meetings throuchout the rest of its 
existence, A considerable majority of them dealt with the teacher and his responsibility 
ard with methods of teaching, often giving specific suggestions about preparation and 
presentation of the lesson, By 187) most of the schools had introduced the uniforn 





lessons and several sessions werotoncerned with them, The importance of ths Sunday 
Sbool in encouraring conversions, both at home and in the world, continued to be ene 
phasized, fhe subject, "Should not the yomgest children be taught to make a daily 
closet confession?" brought forth mach discussion and favorable opinion, 

That these meetings were |. of interest aay to the members of the Union is 
shown tin the willingness of the Newton newspapers to print « full report of them , 


smetines as much as a full colawm, The chie! points ol the essay were given and 





7 
the remarks of those who discussed it were reported in detall,  Yhe meetings were 
held Sunday evenings in the churches of the varioug Villages and combined a devotional 
service wth the regular meeting of the Union, and maic by the church choir wes a 
| apecdat feature, the ehurch would be filled by an sttentive audience which bore wite 
ness to the Sabeied oe ot citiaems of Newton in the Sunday Schools and te their 
desire to increase the influence of the Schools for the geed of the youth of the commnity, 
f of the 100th anniversary 
/ dm dame 1980 the Union joimed in the world wide celebration of the founding of 
the first Synday School by Robert Maikes in England, It wes considered to be also the 


200th mmiversary of the first Sunday gchool in jmerica begum in Plymouth in 1680, 





porate preparations were made for the exereiees which were held in Sliet Heddy A 





, chorus of 350 children sang anthems oad @ special lyn was written for the occasion 
i by neve Gammel F, Smith, A demonstration wag given of wat is taught in the Sunday 
Schools and tderan acdresses extolled the work theyware doing, | 

4n the fall of 1581 idward 8, Zerle, the president, thought thet something 
should be done to increase the interest of the Schools in the Union, ile proposed en 
essay contest and ofiered a gold medal as a prize for the best essey on iumday School 
interests, The five essays judged to be the best af those subaitted wre read at a 
winter meeting, the identity of the authors being miknown, of these a board of judges 
selected "The cundoy School, and the Church” to receive the award end gave honorable 
mention to "The Relation of the Sunday School to the Comaunity", When the notes of the 
_@ubhors wore opened it was found that both « agays had been written by Devid &. Snow, 
In accepting the medal he gaid be had handled many gold coins but valued none of then 
ag hichly as it, 

The essay contest did not produce any revive). of interest in the Union nor was 
it repeated, Some members thought it was getting inte a rub and thet some chenges 
should be made in its precedures but there does not seen to have been enough incen~ 
tive to start a new program, At one meeting ev, Woleott Calkins gave a talk on how 
to inereese the usefulness of the Union, lic made a mumber of suggestions, concluding 
with the thought thet if ments hearts were kindled with the desire to bring home Godtgs 
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Adren the ways ahd meens of doing so would teke cere of themselves, But times 





had changed, There wie ho lonyer the need which had existed fifty years before to pro~ 
note an interest in Sunday Schoo 1ols,~the Union had been most successful in dis purpose 
ané the churches were willing end able to sustain flowishing schools by themselves, 

" ue few schoola stopped sending stetisties or having any part in the meetings, 


lhe Pree at Shot Dey 


“One achool sent in letters of resignation from the Union stating that Le, "hed nothing 





Gition of the Union which they report to 


oly 


be noriund » oor bien come back "with increasing digsatisfaction with the neetinys 


as not 80 profitable as those they have ot home." Another letter said it twas not 
acoouplishing much gave the gathering of quarterly statistics, and that did not seem to 
me to be worth the time & labor Anvolved, ~~ very few of the younger dorkion ef the 
schobis were present,” No feult was found with the officers but if the Uniden wes to 
continue it should live to more purpose, the annual meeting was held in January 1387 
ard officers for the year elected but the stabistles were onithed to give the time for 
the svesker, Professor Townsend gave an hour's address on "The Hosadie accomt of Grea- 
tion® witleh the eapacity sudience found * intensely interesting and powerful." The 
April meeting of the Union was its Lun, perhaps because the oleeted president said 

he could hot serve and no one else was ready to take his place, 

For half a contury the Newton Sabbath School Union was a vigorous force in 
cmt ine the work of the Sunday Schools and in helping the churches in the larger 
Sphere of ativancing Christ's kingdom, 16 combined the efforts and interests of twenty - 
three schools from iit denominations, Congregati onal, shaednalan? Methodist, Splseopalio, 
Unitarian and Universalist, in a well wustained coopera ahive ondeavor thet was remark. 
able in the denominational feeling of the nineteenth century, when the Heverend Henry 
Mackay was called to another city he paid a fitting tribute te it in his letter of 
resiynation as director:~- "The Union is, I believe, unique, With so many and variant 
theological opinions, tne good-will and f ellowship, the harmony which characterize the 
workers ere, I vst sayyas unique as lovely, ~~--- Let me Say to the members of the 


Union who are » liberal, go united and harmonious in their efforts for the promotion 





? 

of godliness anong the youn, that I part from them with sincere regret," severend 
Galking, in the talk previously mentioned, expressed a similar opinion, that he knew 
odjno society nrecisely like 4%, His deseription of the spirit which animated it: 

sThe ‘eatholic spirit of the union commands admiretion, 1% does not sssume to dictate 
to sy Sunduy School whet it shall tesch, 14 simply wants the workers to come together 
and give an secount of what they ore doing, letting each one go on with the work which 
sees te him fittest* - ia an ant explanation and justification of its long tite of 


service in the o womlty, 


OO | 
| | NEWTON SABBATH SCHOOL UNION : 


SUBJECTS AND RESOLUTIONS DISCUSSED AT THE UNION MEETINGS 


1 1839 Resolved that the past success present condition and prospects of the 
«5S. cause call for fervent gratitude to God renewed zeal and persevering ef 
effort onthe part of the friends of the cause, 
J Resolved that the office of the SS. Teacher is one of high responsibility, 


and can be sustained only by special alifications, de piety fervent 
& frequent prayer, constant & aneeeee effort & Seif deniol 
Resolve hat the importance of Sab, Schools entitles them to more 
CA sympathy & effort on the part of the Church, 


1840 >» Resolved thtat the $,S, teacher has in in his class a charge, the import 
ance of which will be fully understood only in eternity, 
3 es Resolved that the brevity & uncertainty of human life skould be 


a strong motive to diligent & faithfulness on the part of the S.S, Teacher, 
z. What constitutes a faithful s, S. Teacher? , | 
€ The agency of Sabbath School Instruction in the world's conversion, 
The claims of S. S, Libraries upon the attention and concern of Par ents 
and Teachers, 
To what extent should Ss, Ss, instruction be allowed to supersede 
domestic religios instruction? 


18))1 What are the peculiar trials of S. 8, Teaching? 
“C What means are requisite to secure a revival of religion in a Sabbath School? 
/4 The impartance of directness in S. S, Instruction, 
/ What are the intellectual & moral qualifications requisite ofr a 5.5. Teacher? 


& What is the duty of the Church in reference to the S, School? 





182 What are the objects wh, the S, School is designed to secure? 

/9 What improvements have been made in S. S. instruction since the origin of 
S. Schools & what improvements may still be made? 

/ The influence of the S, School as a preservative of our civil freedom? 

& The importance of interesting children in bebevolent operations, 

® .What means can be employed to prevent our youth from leaving the S, School 

at too early an age? 

> What means can be used to inspire our youth with a greater reverence for the 

Sabbath? 





1843 7 What are the sources of encouragement to the faithful S.S. Teacher? 
Ch How can Parents promote the prosperity of S. Schools? 
gl How canthe deficiency of (competent)S.S, teachers be supplied? 9 2a» 
os ) What are the principal objects designed to be accomplished by the N,S,S, Union? 


184); What has been the influence of S. Schools on the Cuase of Missions? 
CeWhat is the relation of Church members to S. Schools, and what their 
consequent duties? 
What are the best means of creating & sustaining a interest in s, Schools? 
C What means are requisite to secure a Revival of Religion in Sabbath Schools? 
Ch What is the duty of the Christian Church, and Christian Parents especially, 
when they see no visible Signs that the labors. of the Sab, School are blessec 


a 


Subjects 


185 £ The importance of interesting children in benevolent operations, 
C Is it the duty of teachers to make direct & immediate efforts for the 
conversion of their Scholars? 
What method of instruction in S, Schools secures the best results? | 
D Why do we see so little of the fruits of our labors in the Sabbath School 
at the present time? 
What measures can be adopted to render our Sabbath Schools more efficient? 
7 What constitutes a faitjful Sab. School Teacher? 
P What are the objects which the Sbbath School is designed tos ecure? 
} What are some of the prominent qualifications of the Sabbath School Teacher? 
p How will Sabbath School instruction influence the destinies of our Institutions 
civil and religious, 


186 What measures can be adopted, to interest & secure the greatest attendance 
of the young in our Sabbath Schools, 
What are the advantages of a good Sabbath School Library? 
™ To what extent can Maps, black boards & other sensible objects, be ? 
profitably used in Sabbath Schools? 
What the influence @ the S,S, in promoting the observance of the Sa bbath? 
[) What course can be adopted to increase the attendance and interest in our S.$? 
— }) The comparative merits of the old system of expecting scholars to commit to 
memory large portions of Scripture & hyms, & torecite them word for word ,= 
and the modern system of committing nothing, but only, giving the sense of 
the sacred writers? discusssed at three meetings 
B How can teh Sabbath School best cooperate with the Church, in promoting the 
: interests of the missionary cause? 


1817 “) The use of the catechism 
M Should Sabbath School tea chers anticipate objections in imparting instructions 
to their pupils? 
jy Would not an occasional change in the connection of Teachers & Scholars prove 
more interesting & profitable, to both than a permanent connection? cont!) 
D What can be done to increase the interests of the Sabbath School cause? cont 


Oi 


3 
TEN MINUTE ESSAYS READ AT QUARTERLY MEETINGS, 1870 - 


1870 A Uniform Lesson 
Sabbath School Literature 
7 The Duties of the S.S, Teacher to his class both in and out of the School, 


1871 The Duties of the Superintendent 
Ch The Duties of Parents to the Sabbath School 
#& Should the Missionary Spirit Be Awakened? 


1872 (4 Ought the Sabbath School to have a prominent place in the services of the Sabbath 
Ch The Sabbath School hhould be a mrt of the work of the Church 
ea is there special encouragement to labor and pray for the conversion of 
youngchildren, and why? 
/y The Primary Department 
The importance of early conversion 


1873 © The object of the Sabbath School is the conversion of the world, 
7 A Sabbath School teacher's ambition, 
/? Successful Sabbath School Teaching, 


7/187; / The Bible Class,- The Bible, The Zeacher, The Class, 

ip Bible Study | 

; Address on the early days of the Sabbath School, its relation to the pulpit. 
/4 How To Teach, 


1875 M A subject from the Uniform Lessons, Memorial Stones, was discussed 
M " n " ee " Gideon's Army, was discussed 
fy Best Methods of increasing membership in our Schools, 
y A vital living piety is indispensable to successfulSunday School teaching, 


1676 | The responsibility of the teacher, how far does it go? 
J Teachers! meetings, 
Relations of the Public School to the Sunday School, 
Music in the Sunday School, 


1877 7 A truer and richer Christian experience the present and pressing need of 
Sabbath School Teachers, 
C Personal Religion, the object of Sunday School Instruction, 


7 Duties of the Sunday School teacher to Converts, 


1878 (4 How may parents help the Synday School, 
. /4 Best methods of Sunday School teaching, 
7? Proper preparation for teaching in the Sunday School, 
An essay on temperance by a young lady of the school, 


1879 Principles of Teaching, 
Amemorial to the late Marshall S. Rice, 
2 Sttould not younger children make daily confession, 
Distinction between Secular and Religious Schools, 


1880 /’ Illustrations in Sunday School teaching, 
Ch The encouragement of the Sunday School, 
™ Primary Department work, ‘ 
‘VY Duties of Superintendents and teachers to their Scholars, 


“a 


Ee 


h 
1881 The relation of the Sunday School to the Christian Family, 
Young Men of our Cities, their Temptations and Safeguards, 
Value of Early Training, 


The Bible end How to Use It, 


1582 P What is Success in Sunday School work, 
Thomas in the Synday School, 
7’ The Providential Place of the Sunday School in America, 


1883 What are our 
M The subject, "Mistakes in Sunday School teaching" disucssed, 
Y the subject "Mistakes in Sunday School Management" discussed, 

188) The subject, "How can we increase the Usefullness of the Newton S. S, Uniont 
| opened by Rev. Calkins, 


P The Aim, Scope, and Responsibilities of the Sunday School work, 
Is it expedient to close the Sunday School durin 


g the Summer Vacation Season? 
How can we reach the spiritual nature of the children? 


children reading? 


1885 7 The teachers! work in the S,nday School, 
Paul at Puteoli and Rome, 


/) Aim and Method in moral education, 


1886 /“ How to teach the Bible to form character, 


Dynanics of Sunday School teaching, 
Temperance 


1887 The Mosaic accoumt of the Creation, 


The value of the Telene lols 
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Shovla teachers make | x mediate efforts for conver sion Vea scholars?’ 
Woted to hold meeting 3 monthly ail’ year, i abby 





Why do. We. see go litter fruits of” our, labors ab the present time? 
Not, pe GRE, to hold public neeting Rar apo a Uy 
Meet: Pd s held at Binoy hanch big be SR pigeme ert 
We oe iota o oe to be admitted ‘to. Uniion and pea te 


uence ‘os. 2. Upon | ‘the: perpetuity of our rel, rath Bal i 
dvantages of 2 B00d,G.S, library ae 
ei thes ‘the Supt - of the. oe should report on, its interests ete 
1 gavieey blackboards, ate profitably. be used? 
; Pe ae: merits of the old systen ot expecting : seh olars to 
coumit. to, xu memory large portions of. sor-pture | &: hymns) <..b0 recite 
P oe yore. for. word, And the hodern system of comitting nothing 
ut o only, giving, the Sense of the, secred “writers, was, adopted Dec, 20 
the use of the. catecitism 1 
intent S.5,. ‘teachers anticipate objections in. in perting Stile bach 
Ww wuld. not en. occasional Change in the connection of « achers .& 
‘Scholars { prove, more Saat tg @ profitable to, both chan a 
| pernenent, comection? a, 
“Voted that. meetings of Union be quarter ly, ‘that each supb, 
" delegation of 3 sorta from his sekool attend and make reportg,s 
Five, Supt, ¢ fave rénorts which "were suifieientto convince all, 
yah aig listened ae then, thet God, in mich mercy has visited our. 
“Sabbath Schools, and crowed with success the efforts which heve 
| been. made and +) 1@ Meens used by. those en: caged in this good eause," 
tone. Rene the best of a1 institutions, | the Sabbati h School 
. Fong, seh cols reported, = though number of convelsion is not 
/ Bemerous: ¢ Leds evident. there is’ no, lack of -nterest, on, the, 


? 





With a 


io, ‘canvers'ahs reported but no discouragement, "Some’ expt essed - 
y BAeeive for. tevivel of, veliong in their own hearts, others were 
_ €esirous. for a greater missionary spirit to be kindled in the 
<i wena \y. HOUR. to, send money and to seve Do oks for ; che destitute 
schools, in the West. | ‘ 
ae diseusssion dt was voted, that the Unidn sould sustain a 
meres, through the inertens Tact Societys. ‘and ‘that? ‘each! 


Res SS. sho ie Vaise its ‘croportional part ‘ ‘of S150 for hain 
ae et ei ‘ead om, eo Pat oaks in West Virginia whith the 
Ls" guy supporting. ’ Cook vote agent’ of Pract SOG, spoke. 


ae f tead fron: she ie "sho is ytot tr xborins iy Ohio Hg Ae a 
6 Thecol, has been been chancéd, “atton Park is nes man’ in’ echigen 
All « the $15. obec to continue his'm pport, $190, ve: EEF, OPED 
the S68. are prosperous, hough there have been fei ex nversions, 
and ‘all. thé Supt, are hope ful that, the is bly Spirit wid badss them 
formed ao ‘bebumidale ‘is invitedsts ‘oom the Union, 
“% from the col, Tilincis; ea, Maney. it wes ureed that 
ers bi de ‘take their Nt coed home or & tore faiiliar inters 






bia aye 


a =f 


“ors chen ndon," 
oe Seen a 
eke T3 MOLLY PTS MOLE My aoe 





28 pps, SaypaTaE oy S onmoy “ts 
oF A garcsapaye dee Oh anant men emi 4 
de © pee - o A ki end Oddy i 
ie Me a h ‘ne Ws bap | iw Re Wa YH aay Vet oa ee ce voteae 2 } “al ’ 
ic ay a ae Ades ce Se ee mt P te + OF RYE ORGY eae 
Ne Wy | ae i a % Oh? ae ae naked, 5 ROU Rota eat ee co ‘ 
Aye ey : hky tws4 A ha Ae as Saks Seah Vy Sha) Vienne eed Da 
Ap STS SP SESS TR, Oy On ae San eee aera cel. a ee rar'.4 


it takes more than good intentions or expert knowledge or even money to 
bring to completion such a supreme undertaking as the building of a church, 
There must also be the conviction that the undertaking is worth the work and 
sacrifice it calls for, It was from the inspiration and spiritual leadership 
of Reverend Ray A. Busden , minister of Eliot Church, that its people gained 
this conviction and the enthusiasm and determination to build a new and grecter church, 
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July 15 


Apr. 19 A collection was taken to purchase estaments for the colored 


e 
ae 


S. S. reports tell of sane ‘conversions which call forth rejoicing. 
Yoted that the clergymen preach on the interests of the S.S and 
call for incréase in numbers, 


Oct. 17 The Baptist Cnurch, U.P. which had not been heard from for 3 meet- 
ings reported tha ah though it had well night run dow, it was re- 
Viving, with an increase of teachers and scholars, with 70 Or 
more books added to.the library.and 10,50 raised for the Union, 
The treasurer was instructed ot turn over all money so that the 
debts of the Witton to July could be paid, 
~.Apre Lf .The newly organized “aptist 5.5. in Newtonville was elected ao the U. 
Oct, 16, tn address by Rev, Latry of West Hox bury occupied the time, 

Jan, 15 Reports were interesting, showing that schools were prosperingy 
ready to listen, treasure the truths of the gospel. 9 conversions. 
Average attendance near 700, 100 teachers, 

spe. V1.6 Statistical reports given. Union funds to be given to missionary 

work in athens, Ohio. , 

Oct, 22 Reports do not differ much from previous ones but supt. express a 
stronger desire that God would grant them his spirit. It is one 
thing to feel great interest in the §.5,. and another tiing to go 
to their homes for religious conversation and tosave souls, 

Jan, 20 Statistical reports, bed weather 

Episcopal $.S. of ,ewton invited to membership. 
Apr. 19 Prayer is the best means of awakening interest, - Scholars must 
work for success as well as teachers, 
Discussion as to best time of holding S.S, Most thought the 
time between morning and aftermoon sessions, 
A summary of statistics for the S.5, 
July 19 Full reports, discussion of various matters, those who don't attend, 
Oct. 18. Seat in $8.8. is of more honor than one in U.S, Senate, 
Quarterly report, 
jan, 17 List of member schools. Resolution on duty of teachers, 
Oct. 16 Episcopal Church S.S. of Auburndale voted in, 
Jan, 15 Amendments to the constitution, The office o8 secretary and 
treasurer to be held by one and the same person. 
The annual meeting to be the third Sunday in January, the secretary 
to make annual report, officers elected, ““‘eetings quarterly, 
The baptist School in yewton Corner admitted to the Union, 
July 15 The Cac School in Newtonville has disbanded 
The Nethodist School in Newtonville asks to be admitted, making 11 sch, 
July 21 A mission school at Bemis factory, Waltham, is connected with the 
Eliot Church, called the Village S.bbath School, has 10 classes 
and )\1 pupils, 
A proposal that the oral reports each quarter be dispensed was 
rejected since many want to hear them, 
Oct. 20 The Oak Hill Baptist School was admitted 
Apre 20 The Episcopal School at Lower Falls and 
The Methodist School at Auburndale were both admitted, 

July 20 the evening so stormy few were present and adjourned one week, 

July 27 It was suggested the reports should contain number of scholars in 

Jan. 18 At request of the North Village Church its School the Arny, 


is admitted to the Union, 
Resolved That we acknowledge the good ness of God in permitting the 
existence of our Sabbath School Union to the year of its twenty 
fifth anniversary, and that a com, consider a celebration 


mission school at Newbern under the auspices of the lth and 
5th Mass. regiments, $20.00 raised , 190 Testaments bought, 
Resolved that the hour of sunset be set apart by the teachers and 
friends of this Union as m hour of prayer for the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on our Sabbath Schools, 
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1863 Oct. 16 Quarter Centennial Anniversary at Eliot Church, of all the Sabbath 


day schools in the Union, Historical address by Marshall Rice, 30 minutes, 
Address by 8. G. Beblois to the children, address by Rev, B.F. Bronson 

to the teachers and officers, address by Rev. A, L. Stone to the children, 
A children's choir of 90 sang anthems, The congregation «sang an original 
hymm by Rev. S.F. Smith. 1500 attended, 


April 17 J. F.C. Hyde, Newton Centre Cong. "spoke feelingly of the interesting 
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Oct, 
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Oct. 
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Fi eb, 


work of grace in their school, in which the female were especially active," 
16 Mr. Walker from Norfolk, Va. a laborer among the Contraband in the s.5S 
there, The introduction of temperance into the schools was urged, 
15 Mr. Dyer told of an interesting conversion, Mr. Warner said we should 
not be discouraged if conversions do not follow immediately on our labors, 
Mr, Whittemore asked why there are so few conversions reported, are we 
earnest laborers in our Master's vineyard? Mr. Rice said that of the 
100,000 men from $.S, in the army, 100 came from Newton, 
16 Mr. Kimball spoke of the unfavorable nature of the reports, adn that 
there was a universal feeling that a great outpouring of God's holy spirt 
is soon to take place, because God has put it in the hearts of people to 
pray. Dr. Parker, formerly of Cina, spoke of the necessity of union among 
Christians, it was time of hope all over the world 
15 Marshall rice said that 55 at Upper Falls had found Christ. Mr. Claflin 
that S.S, teaching was not a gratuitous fhing but ansbsolute duty and no 
longer optional, ; 
15Several remarked about the need for greater faith and prayer. It was 
urged that the entire Sunday afternoon be given to S.S. 
21 S.milar remarks, 
20 The Thompsonville S.S. was admitted to the Union. 
19 Voted that the secretary report at each meeting the number connected 
with the.Union end the average attendance, 
19 The Central Church 8. S. was admitted to the Union, 
How long should we as teachers be content without seeing the members 
of our classes converted to Christ? Z We need more prayer. 
18 The “ethodist S.S, of ewton Lower Falls was admitted to the Union, 
17 19 schools are members” of Union, total number connected is 2/22, 
aver, att. 1535, 8839 volumes in the Libraries, contributions 234.366; 
Added to the churches 98-1195 scholars are in communion with churches, 
53 conversions. Best ways of conducting S.S, concert were discussed, 


18 Summary report Teachers! me etings proposed for discussion, 
17 Many views on Teachers meetings are given, 
At ar report is given, 
16 A motion that reading of reports except whole numbers be ommitted failed, 


A committee report to same effect Specifying its nature was adopted. 
A committee appointed to plan S..S, Insitute. 
Voted that a subject for discussion for the next meeting be proposed 
eachtime, and that a ten minute essay upon it be given, 
15 AS. S. Institute was held at Eliot Church afternooon and evening,, 
conducted by “ev, J. H. Vincent of N?Y. , was large and interesting, 
Many questions were considered and it was a coiiplete success, 


The last page contains the treasurer's report 186): -1869 
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/ 1870 April 17 A collection of $35 was taken at the Institute and given to Mr, Vin- 
an cent for his Museum of Sunday School Curiosities, Expenses were $2,00 
for advertising in Newton Journal, and $15 for programs, 
Rev. James read an essay on "A Uniform fesson"for the whole school, 
questions to*be graded for different ages.” The sentiment was generally 
s in favor of it 
J ly 17 Rev, Clark read essay on"Sabbath School Literature", too much in 
“our libraries is sensational, of low literary<Value or\religious, it 
represents too much a morbid piety,, holds up exceptional ¢asés of con- 
version and religious living for an example to the young. 

Oct. 16 Essay by Gen . Blakesley on " The Duties of the S.S. Teacher to his class 

bothi in and out of the School" , not to entertain To teach history, but 

to feed the lambs and save their souls, Various things he should do, 

Nov. 1, 2 AS. 5S, Institute at Cong. Church, ‘ewton Centre first day and at 
Cong. Ch, West Newton second day, conducted by Rev. Alfred Taylor of N.Y, 
Subjects, The Aim of Our Work, Infent Class eaching, School Management, 
Hymms & Music, ‘“eachers' Meetings, Illustrative Teaching. 

1871 Jan, 15 A second esSay on last meetings subject is read and discussed, many 
good points made, 

A com, previously appointed reported that quarterly meetings be held on 
week days, afternoon and evening, and suggested Monday, Discussed pro 
and con, voted to meet Mon, evening April 10, Constituion, amended so that 
annual meeting may be held on another date third Sunday.=/ Jan, 

Apr. 10 Mr. Billings gave essay on Duties of Supt. makes many points, 
The change of date for quarterly meetings discussed, laid on table, 
July 16, Sund, Essay by Mr. Hayden on Duties of Parents to S.S. gave 8 
practical points, Manyd@ discussed the idea animatedly, 
Oct. 15 Essay by Mr. Harwood, "Should the Missionary spirit be awakened" 
l, points made as to how to do so and much discussion, 
The time of meeting changed form 6,30 to 6,00. 

1872 Jan. 21, Amual statistics given. Essay by Mr. Yarling "Ought the S?S, to 
have a more prominent place inthe services of the Sabbath." There should 
be a Bible service Sunda afternoon for all. Rev, Vincent gave an addres § 
of great power,- advocated 3 Sundayservices, gave modern principles of 
education,- cited Jewish plan 3300 years ago, spoke of Tabernacle teachings, 

Feb, 25. A new constitution reported by a committee is adopted, and printed 
Subject of last meeting discugsed. the progress of S.S. in 25 yrs.«due 

to zeal of workers in holding insitutes etc., writing for the press, 
educating the public mind. Rev, Parsons gave an address af the subject, 

’The S.S. S,ould be a part of the work of the church}- Christ was a teacher 

and always taught from Bible passages, and asked questions,- we neglect 
Bhis and the church is cold, converts take the piety of the members, 

April 21 Essay by Mr. “eland on "Is there special encouragement to labor and 
pray for the conversion of young Children, and why?" Yes, they have 
more interest in Christ than we think, Many others agreed, 

April 28 A special meeting to hear Nev, Van Meterg (?) tell of his mission in 

Rome and its reception. $600 was pledged to give him a tent for meetings, 

July 21 An essay by Mr. Cxahgse on "The Primary Department" Infant class is a 

misomer, should be Primary Dept. Practical suggestions for their program, 

Oct. 20, Essay by Mr. Johnson the importance of early conversion, 

1873 Jan. 19 An address is given Rev, Peirce, editor o Zions Herald 
Apr. 20 An address by Rrof, Anderson of Newton Seminary, the object of the $.S 
is the conversion of the world, - gives qualifications for teachers, the 
organization of the S,5, Account of revival at Newton Centre Baptist, 
July 20, Address by Mr.& "A 5.8. Teacher's Ambition" conversion of all scholars, 
Voted that 5S pts should send reports to Sec, in advance, and not read them ,@io4 
Oct. 19 Essay by Rev. Samson, "Successful S.S,. Teaching" bEve CApyy 











87 An essay by Mr, Gilman "The Bibie Class®,- The Bible, The Teacher, The Class. 
All schools use the gniform lessons, with one or two partial exceptions, 

Jan. 28 AS. S, Instutute led by Rev, Vincent, Difficulties in S. S. Work con~ 
sidered, A lecture on The Bible School, In the evening Freparation of the 
Lesson was considered, Dr. Vincent spoke on the 3 great needs in our work, 

April 19 Essay by “ev Patrick on "Bible Study" Discussed by several, 

July 17 Address by Rev. Braman on S.S., its early days , its relation to the_ 

Pulpit, and to the common school, Prectipy 0 

Oct. 18. An essay by Mr. Willard, Supt, of Schools, on "How TO Teach" Cre ne hert 

1875 Jan. 17 The subject of discussion, "Memorial Stones" from the uniform lessons 
was led by Mr. Weston and continued by many others, 
21 schools in the Union, 79 conversion in 187) 
April 18 The subject in uniform lessons, "Gideon's Army" was discussed 
Reference was made to the centennial of the battle of Lexington &Concord, 
July 18 Voted that the Supt read his report, or a delegate; that discussion 
speeches on the essay be limited to five minutes. 
Essay by Mr. Dunne "Best methods of increasing membership in our Schools," 
Oct.17 A déeply spiritual essay by Deacon Woodward "A vital living piety is 
indispensable, to successful S.S. teaching" is | 
1876 Jam. 36 Essay by Rev, Freeland"The Responsbility of the +eacher, How far doesiitgo 
April 16 Essay by Geb, Blakeslee Teachers cetings, 
July 16 Essay by Rev. McKay "Relations of Public Schoo to the S,S," 
Rev. Van Meter write letter of thanks for the tent which was in con- 
stant use 25 years, now it is to be erected in a permanent place, within hearing 
distance of the Pope, 
Oct. 15 Essay by Prof, Tourjee "M sic in the Rukke S.S," . 
1877 Jan, 21 Essay by Rev. “enshaw A truer experience -- fled of S.S. Teachers?" 2 2%, 
Apr. 15 The sunject " Personal Religion, the object of S.S. Instruction" 
July 15 An essay by Mr. Strong on same subject. 
Oct. 21 Hssay by Mr. Wright "Duties of S.S. Teacher to Converts," 
1878 Jan, 20 Boys from the Farm School present, sang. 22 members in Union, 
about 3300 in schools, aver. att, 2300, contributions $2000, conversions 216 
Essay by Rev, ackson "How may parents help the S.5." 
Apr. 21 Essay by Rev. Howe "Best “ethods of 5,5. Teaching" 
July 21 Essay by Rev. Clark "Proper Preparation for ,eaching S,5,.", treating 
Spirit, Knowledge, Utberance. 
Oct. 21 Essay on Temperance by a young lady of the Union, read by Wright 
eas « 2u4 has a sum 
aca ie Mr. sieeisdonna of Mass. Bd of Educ, "Principles of ,eaching" 
Apr. 20 A memorial to Mr. Rice. p. 25h 
C com, appointed to determine date of first S.S, in Plymouth in 1680 
July 20 Subject, Should not younger children make daily confession? 
Discussion led by Mr. ‘ark .. “i tue ’ 
Oct. 19 Essay by Mr. Richardson of “oston _ atin, "Distinction between Secular 
and Religious Schools", 
1880 Jan, 18 Essay x88 by Mr. Sargent "Tllustrations in S.58. Teaching" p 282 
Apr. 18 Voted to give credentials to anyone attending the centennial 
celebration in London June 28 “i 
Essay by Mr/ Andrews "The Encouragements of 5,5." Work compared with 
those in the public schools", statistics p. 292 
June 27, Century of S.S., at Eliot Hall p. 2964 ; 
July 18 Subject "Primary Department Work", discussion by Mr. Trowbridge 
end Mr. Gleason of Malden. op. 305. . 
Oct. 17 Essay by Mr. Bullock of Grantville"Duties of Superintednents and 
Teachers to their Scholars." 
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1881 Jen, 16 Essay by Rev. Howe on "Relation of the 5,5, to the Christian Family" //cp | 
Apr. 2 Essay by Rev. Deming of Boston YMCA "Young Men of Our Cities, ee 
their Temptations and Safeguards," | 
july 17 ‘The 170th Quarterly meeting 
Essay by Rev. Titus on "Value of Early Training" | 
—? Oct. 23 Essay by Rev. Salkins " The Bible and How to Use, It2, much discussion. © 
/ Pres, Earle has offered a prize for best essays on 5.5, interestse | 
’ | submitted by Dec, 20, the best five to be read and printed : 
1882 Jan. 15 ‘he five essays were read, First prize essay was found to-be by 
Mr. Snow who¢ was given the medal. pps 6-H. Statistics / &t 
Apr. 16 Subject "What is Success in 5,5, work" discussed by several 
July 16 Essg by Rev. Nash "Thomas in the S.5." 
Oct. 15 letter of Rev, Mackay resigning as director praises the Union as 
unique and harmonious. 
Essay by Rev, Bashford on " The Proyidential Place of the S.S,in Amer, 
1883 Jan, 21 Essay by Rev. Bicknell "What Are Our Children Reading?" 
Apr. 15 Same subject continued by Rev.Nash, - 
July 15 Subject "Mistakes in 5.5. Teaching opened by Rev. Gunsaulus 
Oct. 21 Subject "Mistakes in 5.5, Menagement" opnned by Mr. Kimball 
188 Jan, 20 A motion to have meetings monthly was lost. 
= "How can we increase the Vdefullness of the ewton S.S. Union" opaned 
by Rev. Galkins. p. 64, statistics, number of quarterly reports 
Calkins comments, impression of grove meeting. 
Apr. 20 "The Aym, Scope adn Responsbiilities of the 3.5.wWork" by Prof.Sherwin. 
July 20 Myrtle Baptist 5.5. admitted, 
"Ts it expediente to close the 5.5. during the Summer Vacation Season"? 
presented by Mr. Moore. No. TRowbridge said Eliot had never had a 
vacation in 38 years. 
—S | Mr, Parbour urged importance of reviving interest in the Union, 
Oct. 19 "How can we reach the spiritual nature of the C,ildren" by Mr. Savage. 
1885 Jan, 18 "The,Jeachers' Work in the 3.5." by Rev. Duryea of Boston, 
Pres, Barbour tried tor evive interest, hoped successor would do better. 
‘aprs 119 "Paul at Puteoli and RYme" by Rev. Spaulding 
Oct, 18 “Aim ond “ethod in Moral Education" Rev. White character" 
1886 Jan, 17 Address by Rev. Winship of Somerville "How to Teach the Bible to form, 
Apr. 18 Adgress byMr. Hazard, editor, "itammuuts Dynamics of S.S, Teaching." 
Oct. 17. (July skipped.) 9 schools reported, ! 
Address by Mrs. Drake on Temperance, of ynusual interest, NB phe 
1887 Jan, 23 Prof, Rowsend of B.U. address on Mosaic Account of the Creations i 
a powerful adn intensely interesting and reasonable defense of the 
inspired account of the Creation. 
Apr. 2h Voted to disapprove the proposed law on observance of the Sabbath 
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Mr. Shaw of Y.P.S.CeH. talked on the value of the society. hperat fake 
Letters from 2nd Church about resigning. ST, ADLG ateter. 
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